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Next General Meeting 
 

Date: Thursday, 9 June 2011 
Venue: Vaalwater Rivier Oord 

NOTE NEW VENUE! 
Two km past the Spar on the old Ellisras Road, turn left. 

Time: 2:30 pm 
 

Guest Speaker: Clive Walker 
The Limpopo River: From Source to Sea 

 
Natural and Human History 

from the Juskei River in Braamfontein, Johannesburg 
to 

Xai-Xai, Mozambique on the Indian Ocean 
 

Cash Bar and Light Meal 
 

RSVP to Heidi Carlton by Tuesday 7 June 2011 
(contact details at left) 

 

WNC New Members 
plus 

English and Afrikaans – An Experiment 
 
In an effort to encourage a wider participation of Waterberg residents in 
the Conservancy, we are trying an experiment in our Newsletter.  We’ll 
put some of Newsletter items in Afrikaans, starting here and now. 
 

WNC Nuwe Lede 
plus 

Engels en Afrikaans – ‘n Eksperiment 
 

In hierdie uitgawe van die WNC Nuusbrief sal sekere van die artikels ook 
in Afrikaans verskyn. Dit vorm deel van ‘n poging om ‘n wyer groep 
mense in die Waterberge te bereik asook deelname en lidmaatskap aan 
die WNC te bemoedig. 
 
‘n Hartlike welkom aan Astrid Basson, ‘n Waterberg Distrik Munisipaliteit 
se Raadgewer. Astrid is woonagtig in Lephalale.  
 
Ons fokus op allerlei bosveld aktiwiteite soos privaat reservate; tourisme; 
wildsplase, jag; kommersiële landbou; natuurbewaring en navorsing; 
omgewings opleiding en klein sake besighede. Indien jy aan enige van 
jou vriende of bure dink wat sou belangstel in die WNC, laat weet ons 
sodat ons hulle van al die nodige inligting kan voorsien en nooi om aan te 
sluit as ‘n lid. 
 
Aan al ons getroue Waterberg lesers wat ons nuusbrief ontvang en nie lid 
is nie; sluit asseblief aan.  



Gedurende die afgelope maande het julle praatjies gemis oor Son Energie (Philip Calcott); die Bateleurs – ‘n nie 
winsgewende omgewings vlieg organisasie (Avroy Shlain en Justin Bass); Waterberg geskiedenis (Richard Wadley); 
Indringer en Uitheemse plante (Phetole Manyama); Lapalala Wildernis Skool (Anthony Roberts); Parasiete (Peter 
Oberem) en sommer baie meer. 
 
A warm welcome to Astrid Basson, a Waterberg District Councillor.  Astrid lives in Lephalale. 
 
We reflect a variety of bush activities – private reserves and private homes, tourism operations, game ranching, 
hunting, commercial agriculture, conservation research, environmental education, small business. Think about your 
neighbours and friends who might be interested.  We will provide them with full information, and invite them to join.  Let 
us know.   
 
For those of you in the Waterberg who are receiving this Newsletter but are not Conservancy members, please join us.  
In recent months, you’ve missed presentations about solar power (Philip Calcot); the Bateleurs, the non-profit 
environmental flying organisation (Avory Shlain and Justin Bass); Waterberg history (Richard Wadley); Invasive and 
Alien Vegetation (Phetole Manyama); Lapalala Wilderness School (Anthony Roberts); Parasites (Peter Oberem); and 
much, much more. 
 

 
Photos, Photos, Photos 

 
We need your photos for the Conservancy Newsletter. 

Good photos, interesting views, unique pictures – please share! 
 

Here’s a July 2009 photo that Dean van Heerden’s planted camera captured of Brown hyena puppies at their den at 
Koshari Game Ranch. 

 

 
 

Stories, Stories, Stories 
We need your stories, articles, essays, announcements for the Conservancy Newsletter. 
Good stories, interesting articles, relevant essays, timely announcements – please share! 

 

Upgrade of the R33 
 
From a couple of different sources, including Richard Wadley, here’s the story about our beloved R33. 
 
Marble Hall – Modimolle:  The tender has been awarded and the planned completion date is February 2013.  
 
Modimolle – Vaalwater:  The tender has been awarded, construction has commenced, and the planned completion 
date is August 2012.  Note that the contractor is hoping to complete this work by the end of this year 2011.  Wouldn’t 
that be nice. 
 
Vaalwater – Lephalale:  The original intention was to re-build the ‘old’ Vaalwater-Lephalale road via Bulgerivier.  
Tenders were issued and proposals received, but the tender has now been withdrawn – because Sasol has shelved its 
Mafutha coal to liquid project at Steenbokpan until perhaps 2030.  And this road would have had a link to a new 



Steenbokpan road.  So instead, the Department has decided to refurbish the 'new' Vaalwater-Lephalale road and is 
due to issue tenders to this effect in April.  The difficulty with this decision is apparently that the ‘new’ road was never 
designed to carry the heavy duty traffic now using it (the structure of the road, not just its surface).  So perhaps its 
refurbishment will be as severe as that on the road to Modimolle. 

 
 

Waterberg Books 
You might be surprised to know just how many publications focus on the Waterberg.  We’re not marketing these books 
in any way, but take a look at our website page on Publications of Interest –  

 
http://www.waterbergnatureconservancy.com/#Waterberg%20Books 

 

Dorset Community Police Forum 
“Working together for a safer community” 

by Ken Cowie 
 
The Dorset CPF was established to form a partnership between the police and the local community in order to promote 
communication between the two bodies.  All persons who live and work within the Dorset Station area may participate 
in any activities and meetings of the CPF.  
 
The four sectors, Melkrivier, Saamtrek, Gedenk, and New Belgium, report regularly to the executive committee.  The 
committee meets monthly to discuss and act on any problems pertaining to police matters.  There is no doubt that over 
the last year there has been a reduction in crime due, we trust, to better communication between the police and the 
community. 
  
It has been noted that the Telkom line 014 755 3659 at the Dorset station operates infrequently.  The following contact 
numbers will be advertised on signboards at various important intersections and can be used now.  
 

Captain Mokonyane – 082 414 2012 
Constable Stan Mokeola – 073 706 0501 
Warrant Officer Sumbane – 082 414 6658 

 
Under the chairmanship of Ant Baber, the CPF raised money in 2010 by organising a well-attended Black Tie Ball and 
Auction at Mpatamatcha.  Funds were raised for communication improvements – the purchase of three radios for 
police vehicles, two for Dorset and one for Vaalwater.  Letters written to the Limpopo chief of police by the Dorset CPF 
chairman were instrumental in securing two much needed 4x4 vehicles for the Dorset police to help them with their 
patrol duties. 
 
The final function of the year was the “Community Fun Day”, also supported by the money raised at the Ball.  Held at 
Melkrivier Primary School, over 500 people attended and were entertained by five-a-side soccer, races, a jumping 
castle and various cultural activities provided by the four schools in the Dorset area.  
 
This year the CPF will have another Community Fun Day and more fund raisers to ensure the impetus of the Forum 
carries on and the communication between the police and local Community improves even more. 

 
 

Vaalwater Community Forum 
by Richard Wadley 

 
We are fortunate, in the Vaalwater district, that there are several non-governmental, voluntary organisations that devote their 
energy to addressing matters of general concern to the community.  The Conservancy is one such organisation; others 
include the Waterberg Welfare Society, the Transvaal Agricultural Union and the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve.  In addition, 
there are several private institutions and governmental bodies that serve the community: the schools, churches, clinics, the 
police and the local and district municipalities. 
 
However, there are also many issues in the area that urgently require attention, for example: water supplies; waste and 
sewerage management; roads maintenance in Vaalwater/Leseding and in the surrounding district; education and training of 
school-leavers; economic development and job creation; social welfare; security; the beautification of Vaalwater; electricity 
supplies – and so on.  While each of the various parties listed above is active in addressing one or more of these aspects, 
there has historically been little communication or co-operation among the different players.  This has led to a poor 
understanding of the work being done by others and of the challenges facing local authorities.  It has also meant that some 



efforts might have been more successful if they had been both better informed and better co-ordinated. 
 
Late in January of this year, a group of concerned citizens organised an informal meeting of representatives from every 
institution, community group or local authority they could think of.  The objective was to test the communal appetite for the 
creation of an umbrella body that would try to assist in focusing the most appropriate talents and resources on each of the 
major issues requiring attention. 
 
This meeting, which was very well attended, enthusiastically supported the creation of what is now called the Vaalwater 
Community Forum (VCF); and mandated it to take the lead in co-ordinating initiatives to resolve some of the most important 
concerns of the community. 
 
Since then, an ad hoc committee of the Forum has held several working meetings, the purpose of which has been to task 
specific individuals (drawn, where appropriate, from among the representative organisations) with specific objectives.  
 
These are still early days, but already, a Vaalwater Chamber of Commerce (Sakekamer) has been re-established; progress is 
being made to eliminate the proliferation of ugly signs that mar the entrances to the town; constructive discussions have been 
held with both local and district municipalities and with Eskom; and work is being done to enhance the concept of the 
Waterberg as an attractive tourist destination.  It is important that this initial momentum be maintained; that the VCF quickly 
delivers tangible evidence of the benefits that can be achieved through co-operative action; and that the community as a 
whole comes to believe that this voluntary, non-political,  grouping really is there for the benefit of everyone.  We have a great 
deal of work to do in the months ahead, but the early enthusiasm, commitment and support from everyone involved has been 
hugely encouraging. 
 

Rhino poaching reveals sad tale of collapse in Limpopo parks agency 
by Crispian Olver, November 2010 

Director of Linkd Environmental Services 
 

Last week the country was shocked by fresh news of a further 18 rhinos killed by poachers in Letaba Ranch. Letaba is 
one of the parks managed by the Limpopo province. The 18 rhinos come on top of a total of 261 rhinos poached to date 
this year, a dramatic increase on the total of 122 killed last year, and 83 the year before. Poaching appears to be 
escalating out of control, driven by criminal syndicates in SA and the far east. But the story has another side to it.  
 
Rhinos are a good indicator of conservation management, and their successful conservation in SA has for many years 
been raised as evidence of our excellent conservation standards – we manage approximately 90% of Africa’s remaining 
rhinos. This latest revelation points to a worrying reversal, which will undermine SA’s global reputation. Importantly the 
carcasses that were found were not recent. Reports vary, but it appears that most of the rhinos had been killed over the 
last few years, and for a protracted period the killings went undetected. This indicates that on the ground conservation 
monitoring at Letaba is not taking place. 
 
Large animals such as rhinos need dedicated and regular monitoring. This is usually done by means of inspections, 
remote tracking and occasionally aerial surveys. The national Department of Environmental Affairs cites on the ground 
monitoring through foot patrols as the foundation of government’s strategy for cracking down on poaching. This is in 
addition to working with local communities, dealing with criminal syndicates in the cities, SADC regional cooperation and 
working through Interpol to track cross-border crime and illegal goods. 
 
What is clear from a number of reports is that bread and butter conservation management functions are not being 
performed at Letaba Ranch. There are too few staff, who are poorly motivated, with inadequate budgets and declining 
capital infrastructure. There is no management plan for Letaba. Highly placed conservation officials have simply 
admitted that “there is no conservation management at Letaba Ranch”.  
 
This is symptomatic of the broader collapse of conservation management across all of the 35 nature reserves managed 
by the Limpopo Province. Last year the management of Limpopo’s parks was taken away from the Limpopo Tourism 
and Parks Board because of mismanagement. The parks now sit with the Limpopo Department of Economic 
Development, Environment and Tourism (LEDET), which is itself under-resourced and understaffed. Conservation has 
been seriously underfunded in the province for many years, with funds going to politically far more important health, 
welfare and education. This is compounded by financial mismanagement in the Department, with R450 000 
unauthorised and wasteful expenditure in the previous financial year, leading the Auditor General to issue a disclaimer 
(the strongest possible sanction from the AG!).  
 
There are also serious staffing problems. The Department has a 48% vacancy rate in its environmental division, and a 
very high attrition rate of 30% of filled posts. At the same time staff expenditure makes up 82% of their budget. There is 
little funding left for maintaining fences, vehicles or park facilities – all crucial for well run parks. The Department can 
provide very little information about the status of protected areas and their management plans, indicative of poor 



monitoring and conservation planning. 
 
In all there are serious concerns about the state of conservation management in the province. Conservation experts 
point to a steady erosion of performance and collapse of critical conservation functions. In terms of a recent review of 
conservation effectiveness across all South Africa’s parks, Limpopo scored the lowest in terms of HR capacity, 
generation of own income and law enforcement. Clearly there is something seriously amiss in the Department.  
 
But does this matter? How important are the parks in Limpopo? 
 
In fact Limpopo’s parks are an extremely valuable part of the overall conservation estate in SA. The northern 
Drakensberg escarpment contains some unique grasslands and indigenous forests, with rare plant and animal species 
found nowhere else. It is a strategically important water catchment which feeds the farms and ecosystems of the 
lowveld, and is important for climate change adaptation. The Wolkberg and parks like it are unique wilderness areas 
that support the province’s tourism industry. The Limpopo parks include 29 different ecosystems, many of which have 
been identified as vulnerable and threatened. 
 
As a country we simply cannot afford to lose such an important part of our conservation estate. There is a clear case for 
national intervention to save these reserves and protect what biodiversity is left. 
 
Part of the problem is that we have too complex a conservation system, inherited from the apartheid era separation into 
state forests, mountain catchments, national, provincial and local reserves. Today we have 15 different conservation 
management agencies operating in South Africa. A recent management review found that four of these management 
authorities are seriously underperforming. A further four management authorities are showing signs of severe distress. 
The lack of effective conservation in these areas means that we are at risk of losing the nature reserves managed by 
them. Only five management authorities can be said to be performing adequately to well, and even these are showing 
some signs of distress.  
 
So the problems of Letaba Ranch are in fact symptomatic of the broader state conservation sector (despite some 
excellent examples such as SANParks, Cape Nature and Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife). This poses serious questions and 
challenges to our environmental authorities. How do we fix such a pervasive set of management and financial 
problems? And what can be done now to limit the scale of the potential loss? 
 
One answer seems glaringly obvious. The country simply cannot afford the existing number of conservation agencies – 
both in terms of their financial overheads, as well as the demands of separate management systems. Underperforming 

Provinces and government departments are particularly ill suited to conservation functions. Government should 
seriously consider rationalising these into fewer agencies, with the attendant economies of scale, less fragmented 
biodiversity management and increased presence and influence. There are many successful examples of single 

national agencies in Africa, as well as in the US and Latin America – we should give a single agency serious 
consideration. 

 
At the same time there are some fairly simple remedies that can make a big difference – for instance allow parks 
agencies to retain the revenue they earn, creating an effective incentive to build own revenue and decrease reliance on 
the state. We must also recognise the value of properly funding conservation. Without adequate management and 
funding we reduce the immediate benefits of clean air, water and species diversity that parks provide. And we will have 
little to pass on to future generations, whose natural world is already seriously threatened by climate change. The time 
for decisive action to fix the system is now.  
 

Maps and Photography of the Waterberg  
by Richard Wadley 

 
The production of topographic maps and aerial photography for the whole country is the responsibility of an old 
Government agency with a new name: the Chief Directorate: National Geo-spatial Information (“NGI”), (previously 
known as the Directorate of Surveys and Mapping), in the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform.  The 
offices of the NGI remain where they’ve been for many years: Rhodes Avenue, Mowbray, Cape, off De Waal Drive. 
 
Every decade or so, since the first imagery of the Waterberg was collected in 1955, the Government has contracted with 
someone to undertake an airborne photographic survey of the region.  The resulting photographs are corrected for 
distortion and used (among other things) to produce the 1:50 000 scale topographic map sheets.  Whereas in the past, 
the photography comprised a series of generally West-East oriented strips along which a string of overlapping individual 
photographs was taken, the advent of digital photography has resulted in each strip now being a continuous digital image 
of essentially undistorted imagery.  Moreover, the imagery is now in colour, instead of in black-and-white as in the past.  
 
The most recent photographic survey over the Waterberg Plateau was made in 2008.  A set of new 1:50 000 topographic 




