
                                                        

                                                         The Good News Edition

‘Rugby shouldn’t be about pressure. It should be about giving people hope through 
the way you play. It should be about bringing people together and getting them to 
forget their problems for a while. It may not be our responsibility as rugby players 
to do that, but it is our privilege.’ Rassie Erasmus Bok coach after the RWC final.

Nobody who saw Rassie - or Siya or any of the players - speak, could fail to be 
impressed. It was never about ‘me’ always ‘us’ - the team. That really showed in 
the final, a total team effort. Truly a lesson for all of us.

 With all the gloom that’s around, good news is coming out of the Waterberg - the 
launch and success of Waterberg Tourism; the development of The Living 
Museum; World Travel Awards to Horizon and Jembisa; a bumper hunting season; 
Bullseye Taxidermy with more than a year’s work; Lindani doubling the size of next 
year’s bike race; the WNC ‘Teaching the Teachers’ programme; the activities and 
success of STWR; The Dorset police area, the police in association with WSI, make 
this one of the four safest in the country; new game lodges in Welgevonden and 
the re-launching of Lapalala Wilderness with two new 5 star lodges; Richard 
Wadley’s comprehensive book Waterberg Echoes; the activities of Michele and 
Warwick Tarboton; an about to be launched craft brewery; two new art galleries 
opening and a pop-up art fair planned - phew!

                         Book Launch 
A major Waterberg event was the launch at the Black Mamba of 
Waterberg Echoes, Richard Wadley’s seminal work on the Waterberg.  
Introduced by Mayor Marlene van Staden, it was a 
huge success with close to a hundred copies being 
snapped-up by eager buyers; exciting to see a local 
authour getting well-deserved recognition. I’m quite 
sure Richard had a sore hand from signing and 

pesonalising all those books!  
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  Waterberg News, Happenings and Events November 2019



New Game Lodges                                 
Re-opening after closing for a number of years, the 50000ha Lapalala Wilderness 
recently introduced lion and elephant, and is now a Big 5 reserve. Two major 
companies - The Lepogo Group and Tintswalo have acquired concessions to build 
game lodges on the reserve

Noka Lodge, part of the international Lepogo Group is set 
on the edge of a ravine with spectacular views over the 
Palala River. Every tent styled villa has its own plunge pool 
and private deck overlooking the dramatic Waterberg.

Tintswalo Lapalala is on a plain surrounded 
by thick bushveld with a waterhole in front of the lodge 
attracting vast amounts of game. It would be quite easy to 
watch the parade of animals, from kudu, impala and rhino to 
lion and other predators, without getting out of your private 
plunge pool!

Both Lodges, designed to be enviromentally and ecologicaly friendly, run on solar 
‘off the grid,’ and as different as they are, are equally luxurious and fabulous 
additions to the Waterberg’s burgeoning tourist industry.

The WNC Fund Raising Picnic
It was a hot day for the WNC’s 3rd annual picnic, but we 
were well shaded by the big trees in the Zeederberg 
gardens. Opening the proceedings was a dog display by J.P.  
of WSI and his clever canines.  Music by Solly and his Jollers 
provided a chilled atmosphere for the revellers who in turn 
supported the bar and braai. The auction and raffle raised a 
substantial amount for the WNC education fund

The WNC ’Teaching the Teachers’ course run by Suzette van Dyk at the 
Waterberg Academy is going from strength to strength and will be 

continued next year with a continually expanding 
programme. An added benefit has been that several 
of the teachers are taking advantage of the 
Education Department’s free course which enables 
them to acquire a formal creche teaching 
qualification. 



STWR Anti-Poaching Event
Held in the grounds of the Waterberg Academy this event 
was hugely educational and entertaining, with marching 
displays by both the Police and the Working on Fire teams, 
the Police band gave a jazzy performance and there was an 
impressive anti-poaching demonstration, all much enjoyed 
and appreciated by the crowd.

STWR and Conservation
Invited by Tusk Trust UK to attend their Conservation Symposium, the STWR team 
of Jess, Kelly and Tessa jetted off to Kenya. STWR is an official Tusk supported 
project and has received grants that have paid for security enhancements 
benefitting the general Waterberg community.
STWR was also on a fact finding mission for community development and 
conservation programmes with the aim of researching and developing suitable 
projects for the Waterberg.
Kelly Abram

                                                Birding Big Day

"Team Waterberg" has been registered again this year in the 'community' 
category for South Africa's Birding Big Day on Saturday 30 November. The  
operational area is within a 50 km radius that centres on Vaalwater.  Anyone 
is welcome to participate and to do this you need to contact Warwick 
(wtarbotn@iafrica.com), Michèle(michele@warwicktarboton.co.za) or Richard 
(yeldaw@mweb.co.za), then print out a copy of the Waterberg bird list, record 
what you see within the area on the day, then get the list back to one or other of 
them. If you can't hand over the physical list, scan and e-mail it to 082-925 1025. 
Warwick & Michelle Tarboton                
                                         August General meeting

A great turnout for this winter meeting with as always, interesting and 
knowledgeable speakers - Adriaan Louw on Bio Microbes, a seeminlgy 
‘dry’ subject which however attracted many questions at the post 
meeting braai. With such obvious interest there is the possibility of 
having a special meeting early next year for Adriaan to 
explore the subject in greater detail.

Clive Walker as always kept us fascinated with his talk on 
Baobabs - who is not fascinated by these wonderful ‘giants’. 
Warwick Tarboton’s engrossing talk on Oxpeckers - as he termed 
them, the comeback kids, held everyone’s interest. How lucky are we 
to have such expert and erudite locals to ‘educate and entertain’ us!
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Waterberg Echoes - Richard Wadley - Protea Books
I’m not quite sure what to say about this magnificent book.  Let me start by 
saying that I have not finished it, that it is to say I have not read it from cover to 
cover.  In a way it’s not that kind of book.  It would be easy to pass it off as a 

highly detailed, amazingly well researched reference book - which it 
certainly is - but it is so much more. Filled as it is with many, many 
personal ‘life’ anecdotes of the characters that inhabit the 800 odd 
pages, bringing the book to life, turning it into, well, not exactly a 
novel, but certainly a series of highly entertaining stories. These, 
coupled with Mr Wadley’s graphic writing style, add enormously to 
the colour and drama which is the history of the Waterberg. 
Live, work or play in the Waterberg, or just plain interested in a 

little known area of our country, you should own this beautifully produced and well 
illustrated book. Apart from the masses of little known information, it is a truly 
entertaining read, albeit best taken in small bites.
Robin Taylor 2019

The WNC continues to grow - welcome to new members

Adventures with Elephants         Nicky Wood and Alan Nicol     Margerie Aucamp                                    
Jugomara                                  Elizabeth Folgen                    Paula Blomkamp
Paulette & Jonathan Bloomer      Nikki McCartney                    Gill & Wens Coetzer                
Tintswalo Lapalala                      Makweti Safari Lodge             Sekala Lodge.

Business News
                   

         Redrhino, digitally printed, wilderness inspired scarves.
        All profits are donated to the Lapalala Wilderness School.
                  Scarves are 100% silk - size 70cm x180cm
        This Waterberg image scarf is available from February 2020

          
For more information
elizabeth.redrhino@protonmail.com                                           
Paula.redrhino@protonmail.com
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Next meeting Thursday 13th February 2020 at NG Kerk
                 With top speakers on important matters for all Waterbergers        

                         Secretary: Sue Walker <suew@africanfilmworks.com>
                      Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>
                      Website <www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>
                            Facebook <Waterberg Nature Conservancy>
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