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Waterberg News, Happenings and Events
STARTING THIS NEWSLETTER WITH A LITTLE HOUSEKEEPING:

 Please add to your calendar the next
WNC General Meeting

THURSDAY 31 JULY, 2.00PM AT BOMA NG KERK, VAALWATER
Not to be missed!  Details of speakers on the next page

Free for members. Guests welcome (R75 p/p)

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE NEW MEMBERS.
Please pass the word.

For more information, contact Bronwyn Maree, 082 364 9281,
secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

If you have an article you would like to offer for consideration in whatsUp!
Newsletters we would appreciate hearing from you.

As above please send to Bronwyn Maree
Recommendations for speakers for general meetings are welcome

FROM KAI SKYE GOOD THOUGHTS TO START A DAY:
“Remind someone of a thing they’re good at”

&
“I figured out no-one can predict the future. So now the only planning I do regularly is

eat dessert first. So at least I’m in a good mood for whatever comes along”



WNC GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY 31 JULY, 2.00PM

BOMA NG KERK, VAALWATER

THE SPEAKERS

Adaptive Strategies
of Free-Ranging
Mammals in
the Waterberg
Kristie Gill

Land Redistribution and
Tenure Reform

Dr. Sigqibo Mfuywa

Monitoring the
Elephant Population
of Lapalala
Wilderness
Hannah Boerner



FOOD GARDENS

Since 2021, the Food Gardens Project, funded by Waterberg Rhino UK and coordinated by the Waterberg
Biosphere Reserve (WBR), has grown from a simple idea into a vibrant programme empowering communities,
schools and children across the Biosphere.

The goals are simple but powerful:
Provide fresh, healthy food to fight poverty and improve nutrition.
Build climate resilience and reduce wildlife crime linked to poverty.
Connect communities and children to the land and nature through
learning, practical skills, and environmental awareness.

By 2024, 22 schools and community gardens became living
classrooms inspiring a deeper connection to nature, were thriving.
They helped to feed over 3,000 children, supplementing school
meals with fresh vegetables and fruits.

Because challenges remained with some gardens struggling, a project team designed a new initiative: to train and
support the volunteers working in these gardens, helping them succeed and build a supportive network — the
Food Garden Champions.

The first week-long Food Garden Champions Training Workshop took place in May at Laluka Organic Farm near
Vaalwater. 40 representatives from across the Biosphere attended, learning new skills, sharing experiences,
becoming empowered and inspired.

To grow and to ensure awareness of how young people can play a role in caring for our Biosphere, also included in
the week were talks on rhino conservation and the Waterberg Youth Networks.
The first Food Garden Champions Training Workshop was a resounding success; participants are already making a
visible difference in their gardens and communities.

Extracted from Food Garden Champions Training Workshop Feedback Report
For more information please contact: info@waterbergbiosphere.com or 071 160 6446

CRAFT CLASSES

Are your minds and fingers itching to be creative?
That itch can now go away. WNC member, Janet van Zyl, is
holding craft classes at Livingstone Lounge (the lounge is
located in the former Living Museum). The crafts she’ll teach
include ways to use acrylic paint, chalk paint, hot glue art and
texture paste.

*Example of hot glue art*
For full details it’s best to chat to
Janet on WhatsApp 078 800 7507.

She looks forward to hearing from you.



LALUKA SAFARI LODGE – CONSERVATION MONITORING PROJECT 
 
In April 2025 Laluka Lodge in Welgevonden Game Reserve, in collaboration with Welgevonden Game Reserve’s
biomonitoring mission, launched a targeted camera trap project to collect data on elusive carnivores and high-
priority species focusing on leopard (Panthera pardus), spotted hyena (Crocuta Crocuta), brown hyena
(Parahyaena brunnea) and black rhino (Diceros bicornis) around the lodge and surrounding zones. 
The primary goal is to support predator mapping, monitor den activity and contribute to the greater ecological
understanding of species movement patterns, density, and nocturnal behaviour.
Six camera units are deployed across strategic high-traffic and remote wildlife corridors. The cameras are
checked every three days. The data recorded shows date, time, species, camera number, individuals and
behaviour notes. 
The expected outcomes of this study (with detailed monthly 
reports covering specific findings and species densities being 
submitted to Welgevonden management) will contribute to 
Welgevonden’s biomonitoring database, providing photographic 
evidence and trend reports on carnivore presence and support 
data-based decisions for sustainable predator management. 
All data is logged in a structured Google Sheet with visual 
summaries, species filters, and linked media folders. 
This format ensures ease of access and encourages transparency 
and collaboration among conservation stakeholders. 
 
Information taken from a Laluka Safari Lodge Report provided by Alexander Theo

SEARCHING FOR MELANITIS LEDA

Waterberg Research Support Centre (WRSC) has been involved in a worldwide project under leadership of
Freerk Molleman from Adam Mickiewicz University, a major academic institution in Poznań and one of the top
Polish universities, to find the illusive Melanitis leda butterfly, or in the common tongue Common Evening Brown,
which in this case do not live up to their name of “Common”. 
Setting up butterfly traps every month for 5 days since March 2024 hoping to find this butterfly, the team started
to get to know all kinds of butterflies. Being able to study them so closely the team have realised just how
beautiful they are, but regretfully there wasn’t a Melanitis leda to be seen. Just when the team wanted to give up
hope, this elusive beauty made an appearance a year later in April 2025 where we caught three individuals. We
jumped up and down with joy. Little did we know though that in July 2025 we would find another one. This
butterfly reminded us that patience and persistence do pay off.
These butterflies will join a global Melanitis leda project about “Local adaptation or phenotypic plasticity”. 

If you would like to know more about the project 
you are welcome to contact the WRSC team:
info@waterbergresearch.org.za or 
margerie@waterbergresearch.org.za 

Contributor & photo: 
Margerie Aucamp of  Waterberg Research Support Centre



MUSICAL STRINGS IN THE BUSH
 
In the mid-1990s Clive Walker and the Lapalala Wilderness School hosted a slightly different group for an
outdoor wildlife experience. The group was from Buskaid; founded in 1992 by British viola player Rosemay
Nalden. Buskaid is a charitable organisation that harnesses local talent from Soweto and provides music (violins,
violas, cellos and double base instruments) tuition to the learners. 

Thirty years ago, on that visit to LWS, the musicians, including Rosemary, 
were not the only ones to gain a wonderful nature experience, Mothlwa 
the hippo “fostered” by Clive and his wife Conita, had a musical experience 
whilst being serenaded by Rosemary. 
 
Then music and wildlife came together again when in the week of 30 June to 4 July, Lapalala Wilderness School
(LWS), was able to host the Buskaid Music School as they received a donation from a corporate sponsor for the
trip. 

Buskaid treated the staff and visiting school at LWS to a concert 
one evening, showcasing their hard work and many hours of practicing 
during the week. While they were at LWS, the group also explored 
the beautiful nature surrounding the school and visited 
the Bushman paintings in the area. 

Image Mothlwa serenaded by Rosemary by Conita Walker (courtesy of Clive Walker)
Image at the current visit to LWS 2025 by Karabo Khwinana (LWS Intern)

NEVER TO SMALL TO BE TRAFFICKED

Poaching busts are familiar territory for the officers of Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), an armed force tasked with
protecting the country’s iconic creatures. But in early April at a guesthouse in the west of the country different
smuggling was revealed. There were more than 5,000 ants about the size of a little fingernail caged in their own
enclosures that also contained a mixture of test tubes and syringes containing food aimed at keeping the
insects alive for weeks. The cargo had apparently been intended for shipment to exotic pet markets in Europe
and Asia. 
The case shed new light on booming global ant trade. Authorities say it is a growing trend of trafficking “less
conspicuous” creatures. There is even an ant sales website: Ants R Us. An online ant vendor says the market is
thriving, and there has been a growth in ant-keeping shows, where enthusiasts meet to compare housing and
species details. “Sales volumes have grown almost every year. There are more ant vendors than before, and
prices have become more competitive.” “In today’s world, where most people live fast-paced, tech-driven lives,
many are disconnected from themselves and their environment. Watching ants in a formicarium can be
surprisingly therapeutic,” the vendor says. 

Any trade in ants is bound to have negative consequences on the 
ecology of their habitats.

Source The Guardian Online Newspaper April 2025
A formicarium at a pet shop in Singapore. 
Photograph: Roslan Rahman/AFP/Getty Images



NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER
 
WNC is delighted to welcome Koos Monyeki to the Exco. We are certain he will be a valuable,
enthusiastic member of the organisation.

Koos was born and raised in Vaalwater, Waterberg. 
He is an employee of Waterberg Biosphere Reserve serving 
as a Stakeholder and Community Engagement Officer, 
responsible for building and maintaining relationships, 
fostering communication, and ensuring stakeholders understand 
and support organisational goals and initiatives.

He also serves as a Youth Coordinator for the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve Youth Network, 
responsible for the coordination and implementation of Youth Network programmes and activities.

GENERAL MEETING OVERVIEW FROM 12 JUNE 2025

WNC general meetings never fail to provide to members and guests a diverse group of speakers presenting
interesting and food for thought subjects. This was certainly the case at the June 2025.
 
We may, or may not, know tomatoes are botanically classified 
as fruits because they develop from the ovary of a flower and 
contain seeds. More specifically, they are a type of berry. 
However, in culinary terms, they are treated as vegetables due 
to their savoury flavour and use in salads, sauces, and savoury 
dishes. 
But how much thought do we put into actual tomato growing?
PHILADELPHIA NKUNA from University of Limpopo collating 
research across Limpopo has done so. Instead of just “accepting” climate change in terms of growing, the
research predicts where tomatoes can be grown in different weather conditions in this area. Such useful
information.

 
Of major concern are bushveld wildfires everywhere and certainly not the least that can be affected is the
Waterberg area particularly in the dry season. 
WILLEM CRAUSE of Fire Prevention Association presented an 
essential talk on wildfires, their prevention and fighting fires. 

For more information and assistance on the subject and the FPA 
contact Willem on 060 518 1387. 
 



TOURISM RESEARCH
 
Oarisa Riddoch is looking for participants to interview and discuss the impacts of eco-tourism and conservation
within the Lephalale region for her master’s thesis in Global Development. Specifically, she is looking to
investigate if tourism can be used to foster community solidarity within a post-apartheid context and diversify
local extractive reliant economies. 
If you are interested, please contact her via email at 19odr3@queensu.ca or on WhatsApp at +1 519 410 3155. 

WNC WARMLY WELCOMES THESE NEW MEMBERS
 
Jenny Cornish and Bruno Dusman (Crocodile River Reserve)
Blake and Megan Johnson (Studio Thirty 5)
Dr Goodwill Makwarela (Tshwane University of Technology)
Lucy King and Kennedy Zakeer (Save the Elephants and Council of Contributors)
Dowinton Family 

GENERAL MEETING OVERVIEW CONTINUE

It was a positive breath of fresh air when 
SASCHA VAN DER MERWE and JESSICA DOWINTON, 
alumni of Waterberg Academy, stood at the front of the hall 
with their presentation of Connection To Impacts. 
The duo spoke professionally and enthusiastically of how the 
Academy is promoting and teaching conservation and 
environmental, often innovative, essentials to its students. 
Almost makes one want to go back to school! 

A big WNC thank you goes to member, Christine Dieltjens, for bringing her delicious home-made Belgium
waffles. They were devoured at tea break. Not one waffle was left.



UPCOMING EVENTS
WATERBERG ACCADEMY FUN RUN

AUGUST 9TH 2025
RUN TO KEEP OUR POOL WARM!

All proceeds go towards heat pumps for the school pool.
2 KM Fun Run Fundraiser

R50 Per Entry
Registrations: 07:30 am

Start: 08:00 am
Boerewors Rolls & Pancakes for Sale

Contact Jane: 072 332 9707
Venue: Waterberg Academy

Fabulous discounts
The weekend promises to be a fabulous, active

weekend away with friends and family.
To add to the vibe, we will be live streaming the

rugby game between the Springboks and the
Wallabies on Sat evening.

Join us for a braai and bring your “gees!”

TOP OF THE WATERBERG MTB AND TRAIL RUN WEEKEND
23 AND 24 AUGUST

For more information/reservations contact
Maria 0836315579 or Martha 0665058366.

Or email info@lindani.co.za. www.lindani.co.za

 AWA AUCTION GROUNDS, VAALWATER
The WSI Annual Fundraising Event is back

This year’s theme is Black, White & Bling!
Expect an unforgettable evening filled with sparkle,

style, and purpose.
A fabulous 3-course dinner; live entertainment;

cash bar
Ladies, glam up in your best black outfit, and gents

—bring your inner James Bond!
All proceeds support the ongoing safety and

security of the WSI cluster, making this event not
only a celebration but a meaningful contribution to

our community’s protection.

WATERBERG SECURITY INITIATIVE
Saturday, 18 October 2025 at 18:00

THE END


