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‘Autumn is a second Spring when every leaf is a flower’   Albert Camus

                                           More than a Million!   

Moving the Lapalala Wilderness School to its new site just outside 
the reserve has been a huge job and it’s taken that amount of bricks to 
build the new School now nearing completion but already operating.  A 
fantastic achievement by Mashudu Mahkoka and his dedicated team. 

The Welgevonden Bio-Monitoring Team recently hosted Trinity 
College Dublin on their 12th annual visit. With the 
exception of Covid stricken 2021,  MSc students 
from the University have come out every year as part 
of their Biodiversity and Conservation course. The 

students spent ten days getting hands-on experience in wildlife ecology 
and conservation management, assisting with monitoring, data 
collection and vegetation surveys. “The trip giving them practical insight 



into conservation ecology from an African perspective including the 
challenges is the highlight of their course” says Welgevonden 

Bio-Monitoring Manager Carmen Warmenhove 

                            The Waterberg Biodiversity Project

Led by Prof. Nigel Barker from the University of Pretoria, and managed 
by Waterberger Marilize Greyling (Waterberg Research Support 
Centre), the Waterberg Biodiversity Project involves 7 universities and 
5 research institutions/museums.

The project kicked off at the end of 2021 and is gaining great 
momentum.  Thus far all taxonomic groups came to do pilot surveys 
across 12 reserves, covering 12 quarter degree grids. The next rainy 
season will see more in-depth surveys being done, focusing on 
important biodiversity areas identified through the pilot surveys. The 
project has joined-up with overlapping projects, one of which, focusing 
on aquatic health, will be presented at the WNC general meeting on 19 
May.  There are already interesting finds with possibilities of a new 
reptile species, a mammal specie outside its known distribution range, 
variation between specie scorpions within the Waterberg and more.  

For more information, contact Marilize 
info@waterbergresearch.org.za / 079 457 8644 (WhatsApp) and 
follow us (@waterbergresearch) for updates on this exciting project.  
Marilize Greyling 
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100% Survival  of the 2021 Litter of Waterberg Wild Dog Pups

The Waterberg Wild Dog Initiative (WWDI) has confirmed that all seven 
pups born in May 2021 to the free-roaming pack living in the northern 

part of the Waterberg have survived to 11 months.  Known 
as the TOOG Breeding Pack, it is the largest in the 
Waterberg and the only one known to be breeding. 
Typically, African wild dogs have a high pup mortality and 

only a few survive to yearling age.  The 100% survival rate in the pups 
is a great sign for the Waterberg Wild Dog population! Reilly Mooney.   
<Waterbergwilddoginitiative@gmail.com>

Check out the new GO magazine, for an interesting Waterberg article.

                                First WNC meeting of the year. 

We had three great speakers on diverse subjects 
making for a most informative and engaging meeting.  
There was great interaction and exchange of ideas 
between the speakers at the networking session.

                  Turning the Waterberg into a Vulture Safe Zone. 

Linda van den Heever Vulture Project Manager of Birdlife 
South Africa has conducted extensive research on the unusually 
high levels of lead poisoning in South Africa’s vulture species, 
actively communicating with farmers, hunters and other 



interested parties, the dangers lead poses. Linda is responsible for the 
implementation of vulture-safe zones in SA.  A fascinating and 
informative talk. 

                 Dr Pieter Olivier and Andrew Purdon                
 directors of Map Scientific Services (MAPSS) work with 
protected area managers and conservation organisations 
providing a comprehensive basket of tools and expertise for 
the diverse needs of protected areas providing complete 
solutions for security and other needs. An interesting 
presentation of value to landowner/conservationists.

Mathew Child  of SANBI - SWEP project Manager.
SWEP is a project showcasing the value of the wildlife 
sector in creating diverse livelihoods and economic 
opportunities, as well as contributing to Sustainable 
Development opportunities. This important project is led by 
SANBI in collaboration with DFFE, Rhodes and Stellenbosch 
Universities, United Nations Development Programme, the provincial 
departments and the wildlife ranching industry associations. 

  Next Meeting  - 2PM May 19th, NG Kerk, Vaalwater.  Don’t 
miss it, three great speakers and time to get together with friends 
for our famous braai and networking session! 



                                   Commercial News

How cute are these Painted Wolf Softies? All proceeds to the 
Wild Dog Survival Fund, available from Reilly Mooney

  <boruthotoursandtravel@gmail.com>
  <liornamartina@gmail.com>
   073 01622 /  079 674 7094

                                                      +++++++++++++++++++++

       We’re always looking for interesting articles about Waterberg             
    happenings, people, places and pictures! please contact the editor. 

        
    

                             Secretary: Carmen Warmenhoven                                   
               <secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>                
                  Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>                                            
              Website<www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za 
                       Facebook <Waterberg Nature Conservancy>
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