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‘Autumn i a gecond Spring when every leaf is a flower”  Albert Camug
More than a Million!

Moving the Lapalala Wilderness School to its new gite just outgide

the regerve hag been a huge job and it's taken that amount of bricke to
build the new School now nearing completion but already operating. A
fantagtic achievement by Mashudu Mahkoka and hig dedicated team.

The Welgevonden Bio-Monitoring Team recently hogted Trinity
College Dublin on their 12th annual vigit. With the
exception of Covid stricken 2021, MSe students
from the Univergity have come out every year ag part

of their Biodivergity and Congervation course. The
studentg gpent ten dayge getting hands-on experience in wildlife ecology
and congervation management, aggieting with monitoring, data
collection and vegetation eurveys. “The trip giving them practical inight



into congervation ecology from an African pergpective including the

challengeg ie the highlight of their courge” gaye Welgevonden
Bio-Monitoring Manager Carmen Warmenhove
The Waterberg Biodiversity Project

Led by Prof. Nigel Barker from the University of Pretoria, and managed
by Waterberger Marilize Greyling (Waterberg Regearch Support
Centre), the Waterberg Biodiversity Project involves 7 univergities and
5 regearch ingtitutiong/museums.

The project kicked off at the end of 2021 and is gaining great
momentum. Thug far all taxonomic groupg came to do pilot surveyg
acrosg |2 regerveg, covering [2 quarter degree gride. The next rainy
geagon will see more in-depth surveyg being done, focusing on
important biodiversity areag identified through the pilot surveys. The
project hag joined-up with overlapping projects, one of which, focuging
on aquatic health, will be presented at the WNC general meeting on (9
May. There are already interesting finds with posgibilities of a new
reptile epecieg, a mammal gpecie outgide it known digtribution range,
variation between gpecie scorpiong within the Waterberg and more.

For more information, contact Marilize
info@uwaterbergregearch.org.za / 079 457 8644 (WhateApp) and
follow ug (@uwaterbergresearch) for updates on thig exciting project.

Marilize Greyling
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[0O0% Survival of the 202 Litter of Waterberg Wild Dog Pups

The Waterberg Wild Dog [nitiative (WWO!) hag confirmed that all seven
pups born in May 202! to the free-roaming pack living in the northern
part of the Waterberg have gurvived to [l monthe. Known
™ a¢ the TOOQ Breeding Pack, it ie the largest in the
o Waterberg and the only one known to be breeding.

- Typically, African wild doge have a high pup mortality and
only a few survive to yearling age. The [OO% eurvival rate in the pups
ie a great gign for the Waterberg Wild Dog population! Reilly Mooney.
<Waterbergwilddoginitiative@gmail. com>

Check out the new GO magazine, for an interesting Waterberg article.
First WNC meeting of the year.

4" We had three great gpeakerg on diverse subjecte

4 making for a mogt informative and engaging meeting.
_ There wag great interaction and exchange of ideag

between the gpeakers at the networking gesgion.
Turning the Waterberg into a Vulture Safe Zone.

B Linda van den Heever Uulture Droject Manager of Birdife
South Africa hag conducted extengive regearch on the unugually
g high levele of lead poigoning in South Africa’s vulture epecieg,

actively communicating with farmers, hunterg and other



interested partieg, the dangers lead poses. Linda is regpongible for the
implementation of vulture-gafe zoneg in SA. A fageinating and
informative talk.

Dr Dieter Olivier and Andrew Purdon
directorg of Map Scientific Services (MAOSS) work with
protected area managerg and congervation organigationg
providing a comprehengive bagket of toole and expertige for
the diverge needs of protected areag providing complete

golutiong for gecurity and other needs. An interesting
pregentation of value to landowner/congervationists.

Mathew Child of SANBI - SWED project Manager.
SWED ig a project showcaging the value of the wildlife
gector in creating diverse livelihoods and economic

opportunitieg, ag well ag contributing to Sustainable
Development opportunitieg. Thig important project i led by
SANBI in collaboration with DFFE, Rhodeg and Stellenbogch
Universities, United Nationg Development Programme, the provincial
departmente and the wildlife ranching industry association.

Next Meeting - 2PM May [9th, NG Kerk, Vaalwater. Don’t
migg it, three great speakers and time to get together with friends
for our famous braai and networking session!



Commercial News

How cute are thege Painted Wolf Softies? All proceeds to the
Wild Dog Survival Fund, available from Reilly Mooney

A AR Y <boruthotoureandtravel@gmail.com>

Vaalwater Township & 7 4"

N <[iornamartina(@gmail.com>

Tour Package

07301622/ 079 6747094

S

We're alwayg looking for interegting articleg about Waterberq
happeningg, people, places and pictures! pleage contact the editor.
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