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Keeping the Community Connected: The Role of the Waterberg Nature
Conservancy (WNC)

The WNC, guided by its dedicated volunteer Executive Committee (EXCO) and operating in accordance
with its constitution, remains committed to its core principles while ensuring that members stay
informed about relevant Waterberg developments.

At the heart of the WNC is the belief that people should feel connected to the area and be kept up to
date with ongoing developments. To facilitate this, the WNC publishes whatsUp!, a digital newsletter
distributed approximately every six weeks.

In addition to regular updates, the WNC hosts five general meetings each year, providing members
and their guests with the opportunity to engage with insightful presentations by both local and visiting
speakers. These gatherings offer valuable knowledge on a diverse range of topics and conclude with
a traditional braai - an opportunity for attendees to exchange ideas and discuss matters of mutual
interest in a relaxed social setting.

While attendance at these meetings is encouraged, the WNC understands that it may not always be
possible for every member to join. However, being part of the WNC extends beyond attending events
- it is about fostering a sense of belonging and staying informed. The committee looks forward to
welcoming as many members as possible to future meetings and continuing to strengthen this
engaged and connected community.

If you are interested in joining the WNC Executive Committee, please contact Bronwyn Maree at
secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za.

Executive Committee 2025:

e Sue Walker
e Jessica Babich
e Peggy Parham
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e Marilize Greyling

e Margerie Aucamp

e Mashudu Makhokha
e Bronwyn Maree

e (Ciska Leonard

e Boitumelo Maluleke
e Brian Lettelier

A Heartfelt Thank You to Waterberg Nature Conservancy
Written by: Karabo Tshepo and Bronwyn Maree

Each year, Lapalala Wilderness School (LWS) hosts a public speaking competition, aimed at creating
awareness about rhino poaching in South Africa and giving the youth a voice to share their possible
solutions. The event is specifically aimed at Grade 10 learners, who are invited to prepare a speech or
design a poster outlining the political, economic, environmental and social impacts of rhino poaching.
The competition was held in September 2024 and was extremely competitive with 63 schools from
the Waterberg taking part.

LWS would like to extend its deepest gratitude to the Waterberg Nature Conservancy for their
incredibly generous donation of R3000 towards a study aid voucher (one of the prizes given out each
year). This support helps to create unforgettable educational experiences for our participants,
empowering them to become environmental champions of tomorrow.
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LEFT: ©Lapalala Wilderness School (LWS) - One of the prize winners, Sethebe Dibapalo Precious, won a study
aid voucher valued at R3000, donated by the Waterberg Nature Conservancy (WNC). The prize is presented by
Mr Mashudu Makhokha, Director of Lapalala Wilderness School and current Chair of WNC.

RIGHT: ©Lapalala Wilderness School (LWS) - All the winners of the various categories at the 2024 World Rhino
Day Competition, held in September at the Lapalala Wilderness School.




Waterberg Research Convention 2025

Written by: Marilize Greyling

O©Marilize Greyling (WRSC)

The inaugural WRC was held 30-31 January 2025 and was a great

success! The main convention day was held at Waterbok Lodge &
Venue, wonderfully chaired by none other than Waterberg local
and expert, Mr Richard Wadley. On the second day delegates were
treated to a day visit to the newly built Kaingo Research Centre and
Game Reserve.

The convention brought together the research community,
landowners, government organizations, private sector and
stakeholders. This brought forth great discussions, action points
and future collaborations for the further development of
environmental, socio—economical & ecological research and
conservation status in the Waterberg.

Esteemed presenters made sure of relevant, exciting
and inspiring content across the following topics:
Waterberg research portfolio, current Waterberg
research, biodiversity and green economy. Atthe end
of the sessions, delegates gave valuable input in
identifying important areas to be researched. The
evening was ended in true Waterberg fashion with an
outside dinner in the boma, supplemented by a
Waterberg Africana reading by Richard Wadley and
Cobus Greyling.

A big thank you to all delegates, speakers, community ©Marilize Greyling (WRSC)
members, convention committee and generous
sponsors that made the convention possible!

Marilize Greyling (WRSC) — info@waterbergresearch.org.za
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Unravelling the Mysteries of European Roller Migration

Written by: Bronwyn Maree

The new year has brought an exciting challenge for conservationists tracking the incredible migration
journey of European Rollers. One particular bird, Hera, has become the focus of an urgent search
effort.

Hera’s satellite tracker has not been transmitting regularly, making it difficult to determine her exact
location. The suspected cause? Feathers growing over the solar
panel, preventing it from charging efficiently. Without sufficient
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Autumn Migration

power, updates on her movements are lost, limiting
researchers' ability to gather crucial data on her migration
patterns.

Spring Migration

To solve this mystery, the team needs to retrap Hera to assess

and fix the issue. Conservationists are calling on anyone in the 4 = S
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Waterberg area to keep an eye out for her. The more people
searching, the higher the chances of locating this remarkable
bird.

In an added incentive, those who successfully spot Hera may
have the unique opportunity to join the team in the field during

©BirdlLife South Africa - Jessica Wilmot

the retrapping process—an unforgettable experience to witness
conservation in action.

For more questions, please get in touch with Jessica. Check the link European Roller Monitoring
Project - BirdLife South Africa to get a better understanding of the project.

Help spread the word and be part of this mission to track Hera’s journey!

The Rhisotope Project
Written by: Jessica Babich

In January 2025, the Rhisotope Project
team, along with colleagues from
Texas A&M University, returned to the
Waterberg to collect blood samples.

These samples form part of the final
research and development phase of
the Project - to conclusively prove that
there is zero risk to the animal, and
that no radioactivity affects the

animal. ©Jessica Babich
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Samples were taken from 15 treated animals and 5 non-treated animals. The samples were submitted
to laboratories at Wits University and Ghent University in Belgium.

Results from the samples should be realised by March this year. Once this has taken place, The
Rhisotope Project will be able to roll the technology out to any rhino owners, reserves and custodians.

A very exciting Project being pioneered in the Waterberg.

News Outside the Waterberg

WHEN LIFE THROWS BANANAS MAKE WINE (contributor Sue Walker)

A small-scale farmer in northern Malawi, Emily Nkhana used to discard over-ripe bananas but now
she’s found a profitable use for them — banana wine. Extreme heat was causing bananas to ripen too
quickly resulting in heavy losses for Emily and other farmers in Karonga district.

Then Emily discovered how to make banana wine. For the farmers it is not just about making wine but
also survival, resilience and embracing the new possibilities that come with a changing climate. Emily
is part of a cooperative who makes wine. While production is a small-scale venture in the women’s
backyards. They have a simple process for wine making. Overripe bananas are peeled, cut into pieces,
weighed, mixed with sugar, yeast, raisins, water and covered with lemons.

It is left to ferment for several weeks, resulting in a pulp that becomes a potent, aromatic wine with
13% alcohol. Motto.... don’t throw away your overripe bananas!

NEVER TOO OLD (contributor Sue Walker)

Wisdom the Laysan albatross is a special bird. At age 74,
she’s the oldest known wild bird. But age is just a number.
Wisdom isn’t kicking back in retirement. She’s still busy
with family matters. Wisdom laid a new egg this year at the
Midway in Hawaii.

Wisdom’s egg announcement came via the United States
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) on social media on 3
December 2024. USFWS led with the triumphant
statement, “She did it again!” Laysan albatross only lay one

©Wisdom the Laysan albatross — Sue Walker
egg per breeding season.

Laysan albatross are migratory seabirds. Wisdom and her compatriots come to Midway Atoll in the
fall to breed, typically arriving around November. Biologists banded Wisdom in 1956, which is how the
forest service has been able to track her for so long. Her age is approximate, but she was banded after
laying an egg and her species doesn’t breed until at least age 5. USFWS experts estimate she has
produced around 60 eggs and as many as 30 chicks that have fledged.



The egg is Wisdom'’s first in four years. Sadly, her long-time mate named Akeakamai disappeared
several years ago, but Wisdom found a new mate, marking a substantial change from her decades-
long relationship with Akeakamai.

Courtesy of John Klavitter/USFWS & Amanda Kooster/Forbes

Upcoming Meetings and Call for Speakers

We are pleased to announce the dates for the upcoming meetings of the year:

e 13 March
e 29 May
e 31 July

e 11 September
e 27 November (including the AGM)

In addition, we are inviting speakers to participate in these meetings. If you have relevant topics or
insights to share, please consider submitting a proposal. This is a fantastic opportunity to engage with
the community and contribute to our ongoing discussions.

We look forward to your participation in these important events throughout the year.

Next Meeting

e Date: 13 March 2025
e Time: 14h00
e Location: NG Kerk in Vaalwater

Come and listen to informative speakers, followed by a social networking braai, with refreshments and
boerie rolls for sale. Come and meet like-minded individuals within the Waterberg area.

Website: https://waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za/

Facebook: Waterberg Nature Conservancy
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