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Noah Setlhare: a young writer and poet from Lesideng

Written by: Richard Wadley

Dintwa Noah Setlhare is a 26-year-old Lesideng
resident. Born near Rankin’s Pass. He was schooled at
Alma and at the Leseding High School, being
nominated as one of the top ten learners there in 2018,
his matric year.

THE SHALX b, Like most matriculants in Leseding, Noah struggled to
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/ find employment after leaving school. For a year, he
worked as an Educator’s Assistant under the
Presidential Youth Employment Initiative; later, he
attended an agricultural learnership programme in the
hope of finding work in that sector.

NOAH SETLHARE From his schooldays, Noah demonstrated a passion
and aptitude for poetry and prose writing, both in
English and in Sepedi, his mother tongue. Having no
access until recently to a computer, all Noah’s compositions were written on a cell phone!
Eventually, he accumulated a portfolio of work for publication; his first slim book of poems and
short stories, The Shadows of my Tears, was published privately in 2022, through funds raised
from among the local community. Last year, he published a second collection, The Tragedies of
my Life, in the same way.
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Noah acknowledges that the path towards becoming a fulltime writer and poet is long and
difficult, that there is a great deal to learn about content, expression and the vocabulary needed
to convey his thoughts, and that in the meanwhile he must find employment to fund his life and
passion for writing. But as possibly the first published poet ever to spring from Leseding, his
efforts so far are to be saluted and encouraged. To his peers, he represents a fine and rare
example of someone who has come to appreciate the value and power of communicating
through the written word.




Bundu Bashing for the Biosphere
Written by: Judi Groenewald

The Waterberg Biosphere Reserve held its inaugural Bundu Bash from 17 - 19 May 2024 at
Summerplace Game Reserve.

Participants booked their fully inclusive experience and spent the weekend exploring the
beautiful Waterberg bushveld by mountain biking, trail running and hiking for the
Biosphere. Included in the experience were excellent meals, delicious Ginologist creations and
locally brewed beer from the Jagveld Brouery. In the evenings guests were entertained by lovely
local songstress Khutso, and the stars themselves on a Night Sky Safari with Dr Phillip Calcott.

The weekend was a thrilling success, raising over R200 000 to support some of the operational
costs of the Biosphere, and creating a platform to spread awareness of the Waterberg Biosphere
and its activities.

The success of the
event also
ensured that we
have enough
support and
capacity to start
planning and

organising 2025's
Bundu Bash, thus
achieving our goal
of making it an
annual event to
benefit the WBR!

We are very
grateful to our
most excellent
partners and
sponsors:

Wild Africa Experiences, Ginologist, Summerplace Game Reserve, Tork Craft, Alexander Babich
and Associates, Jagveld Brouery, Bridev, Laluka Safari Lodge, Adventures with Elephants, Kololo
Game Reserve, Waterberg Cottages and Mashudu Lodge.

Without them we could not have made this weekend the success it was!

If you would like to find out more about the event specifics and see some of the pictures and
activities, please do visit the Bundu Bash Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/biospherebundubash/

See you at the 2025 Waterberg biosphere Bundu Bash!

- The Waterberg Biosphere Team



https://www.facebook.com/biospherebundubash/

Friends of the Bushveld (Vaalwater)
Written By: Riaan van Zyl

Friends of the Bushveld (FOB) is a newly formed platform and networking opportunity for the
business and the tourism industry of Vaalwater to get to know each other.

The aim of FOB is to get these 2 sectors to work together, support each other and so ensure a
growing and sustainable tourism and business industry for our area and everybody involved.

Business owners/managers in town and the Tourism Industry is invited to come together every
second Thursday of every month for an informal get-together.

The program consists of a short Presentation on relevant subjects for the industry and thereafter
a finger dinner and networking opportunity.

The next meeting is taking place on 11 July at 16:30 for 17:00 at Waterberg Cottages (the second
Thursday of the month).

For more information, please call or WhatsApp Riaan van Zyl: 083 2772 105

Do you have Giraffe on your
property? Please let us know!

Written By: Marilize Greyling (WRSC)

A national giraffe census is being
conducted by the Giraffe Conservation
Foundation (GCF) in collaboration with
the University of Mpumalanga. Why is
this census important? Despite their
extensive distribution, giraffe remain
largely under-studied in the
wild. Giraffe populations continue to be
in decline across Africa. As a result of
this dramatic decline, giraffe as a single species was added to the IUCN Red List in 2016 as a
species of ‘Least Concern’ to ‘Vulnerable’. Whilst the situation for giraffe in South Africa is




relatively positive, a detailed understanding of their taxonomic status, population
distribution and abundance is unknown.

The main threats facing giraffe in South Africa are habitat loss/fragmentation, climate change,
(potential) low genetic diversity, and hybridisation of subspecies which threatens their genetic
(biodiversity) integrity. As such, the conservation research priorities for South Africa’s giraffe
include a dire need to accurately assess their abundance, distribution, and taxonomic
status.

The Waterberg is an area of interest, hosting a healthy giraffe population, making it vital to
contribute data from the area. Please spare a couple of minutes to complete the survey by
following the link (https://shorturl.at/xJNSW) or scanning the QR-code. If you have any trouble
following the link or would like to have more information, please send an email to Marilize
Greyling at info@waterbergresearch.org.za or Rigardt Hoffman at rig@giraffeconservation.org.
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World Environment Day Celebrations in the Waterberg
Written By: Bronwyn Maree

Members of the Waterberg
Nature Conservancy ExCo
joined forces to celebrate
Youth Month and World
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Environment Day in Modimolle. - k \: : {5/ i3

Activities included an environmental fun walk to
the Ephraim Mohale Stadium showcasing
messages related to our environment, tree
planting at the stadium and messages from key 2 Jir! Jr
partners related to the aim of the day - protecting . —
our natural world for future generations through
restoration, rehabilitation and reducing litter - "Our Land. Our Future. We are
#GenerationRestoration." Paster Fambi opened the event, together with the local councilor.
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Key partners involved in the event included DFFE, LEDET, Modimolle/Mookgopong local
municipality, SANParks — Marakele, Working on Fire, EPWP, Lapalala Wilderness Reserve, the
Waterberg Nature Conservancy, SAPS, the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve and Hands of Hope.
The day ended with an action-packed soccer match played in honour of our planet!
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WNC Picnic auction item- Intervention Experience
Written By: Brian Lettelier

Recently Carol and | were privileged to attend a veterinary
procedure on a large white rhinoceros in the Lapalala
Wilderness Nature Reserve. First, this two-ton animal had
to be spotted and darted from a helicopter, to make it
drowsy and approachable. We were then driven to the spot
in a game-viewer together with the ground crew.

The veterinarian then put the rhino to sleep for the duration
of the exercise, while continuously monitoring its vitals. The
Vet then brought the huge animal to full consciousness. It
got up almost immediately and trotted off none the wiser.
The whole process was over in a very short time! How
incredible to be able to be so close to such a specialanimal.
What an amazing experience!

Next Meeting

e Date: 25 July
e Time: 14:00
e | ocation: NG Kerk in Vaalwater

Come and listen to 3 informative speakers, followed by a social networking braai, with
refreshments and boerie rolls for sale. Come and meet like-minded individuals within the
Waterberg area.

1. Matt Childs, South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI): Sustainable Wildlife
Economies Project

2. Dr. Ann Cheater, University of South Africa (UNISA): Unisa’s involvement with the
Magagamatala community within the Conservancy

3. Dr. Tharina Bird (and Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman), Ditsong National Museum of Natural
History: Spiders of the Waterberg

Website: https://waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za/
Facebook: Waterberg Nature Conservancy.org.za
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