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The WNC Summer Picnic - What better way 
to spend a Saturday afternoon, than in the 
beautiful gardens at Zeederberg Cottages, lazing 
in the shade of a tree or browsing through the 
wares of the many stalls!  This year, we were 

enthralled by the talents of Richard Wadley and Ken Maud, who 
managed to raise R16 700 in our auction in aid of selected projects of 
the Waterberg Biosphere Youth Network with more being raised through 
the sale of raffle tickets, entrance and refreshments. This was only 
possible through the generous donations from Lapalala Wilderness 
Nature Reserve, Clive Walker, Robin Taylor, Painted Wolf Wines, 
Carla’s Bakery, Marc and Christine Dieltjens, Adventures with 
Elephants, Power Build and of course our hosts, Zeederbergs!
Bronwyn Maree



         Lapalala Wilderness School (LWS) is growing! 
Through a generous donation from Giovanni Ravazzotti, 
LWS will soon include the new Giani Ravazzotti Biodiversity 
Centre (GRBC). The GRBC, a modern-day interactive 
interpretive centre, aims to enhance the learning experience 
at LWS, with exhibits that bring the school curriculum to life and create 
an experience to motivate learners to ‘save the planet’. Some of the 
themes within the GRBC include the incredible diversity and uniqueness 
of the natural biodiversity in the Waterberg, the interconnectedness of 
all aspects of life through concepts such as pollination and food webs, 
and the impacts of our modern-day life compared to that of early 
humans. The Centre will be completed towards the end of 2024, so 
keep an eye out for updates!

The Waterberg Wild Dog Initiative is pleased to announce an 
exciting new project being undertaken to 
better understand the diet and predation of 
the free-roaming African wild dog 
population in the Waterberg. A dedicated 
research assistant through the WWDI will 
spend a significant amount of time in the 

field monitoring the packs, locating predation sites, and collecting faecal 
samples for scat analysis. The primary threat to African wild dog 
conservation in the Waterberg is retaliatory persecution when the packs 



are suspected of predating on valuable stock species. Despite this, little 
is known about the packs’ diets and predation. The goal of the project 
is to get increased data across the privately-owned game farms in their 
range, providing unique and valuable insights for community members 
and the WWDI. The information can be used to better inform strategies 
to mitigate conflict and reduce the threat of persecution.

The project will begin in June 2024 and will 
run until May 2025. The WWDI will be in 
contact with community members within the 
packs’ ranges to request access for data 
collection and for assistance with the project.  
Reilly Mooney

Waterberg Ranger Services have been appointed as the new 
security company for the WSI. 



Waterberg Development Initiative active in the Thabazimbi area

During the last few weeks WDI has been 
very active in the Thabazimbi area.  With 
the sponsorship of Amsa ten young people 
were put through an intensive three-month 
course run by our partners Ecotrail.  First, 

they underwent the theoretical part of trail building, then started 
building the trails, putting the signs up and finally labeling the trees.  
This week they received their certificates. The result is three bicycle 
trails with varying degrees of difficulty and one hiking trail in the 
Marakele National Park. 

These young people have been assisted to the point where they should 
all be accomplished trail builders and could start their own SMEs.  
Marakele benefits by now being able to offer visitors cycling and hiking 
trails.  Ken Maud

Poached eggs for breakfast

We have several leopard tortoises living in our 
garden, including three or four adult females 
and one highly virile male, all probably over 
20 years old. After mating, which takes place 
during summer, females lay their eggs (up to 



18 in a clutch, each only slightly smaller than a regular hen’s egg) in a 
hole about 25cm deep, carefully selected and excavated by the female 
using her hind legs. If necessary, she urinates on the ground to 
facilitate the excavation, and then crouches over the hole while dropping 
successive hard-shelled eggs into the void. Having completed the 
laying, the female carefully closes the hole again so that it is almost 
invisible to the human eye. The whole process can take several hours. 
The female then wanders off and pays no further heed to the buried 
nest.  Incubation of the eggs can take up to a year; most hatchlings 
appear in the late summer months, with the little ones clambering up a 
ramp they tunnel to the surface. Each tortoise is perfectly formed but 
only about 4-5cm in length; its carapace is already hard on the top, 
but its under-surface remains soft for several months.

Recently, we saw one of the females digging a hole and laying a clutch 
of six eggs into it. The very next morning, we surprised a rock monitor, 
or leguan (Varanus albiularis) finishing off the last of the eggs it had 

just excavated and consumed. Its belly 
was so bloated it struggled to lift itself 
onto its feet and scuttle away!

Richard Wadley



Elizabeth Hunter is a well-known Waterbrg artist painting in oils and 
waterclours and specialising in portraits of people and pets but also 
loves the Waterberg landscapes. Elizabeth has a gallery on 24 Rivers 
Farm which can be visited by appointment. 

Contact Elizabeth on 083 368 9158

Rock Art of the Waterberg by Lyn Wadley and Ghilraen Laue will 
be published by Wits University Press. The manuscript is in the final 
stages of production and is scheduled to go to WUP by the end of 
April. This means a projected publication date 
of the end of 2025.   More than one hundred 
Waterberg rock art sites were visited to take 
photos for the book.



             WNC next general meeting  2pm,     
Thursday 14th March  @ NG Kerk Vaalwater 
Three outstanding and expert speakers on Elephants, Waterberg birds 

and wildlife habitat in the Waterberg.
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