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Starting this newsletter with a little housekeeping 
Please add the next 

WNC General Meeting to your calendar:

THURSDAY 27 NOVEMBER, 2.00PM AT
BOMA NG KERK, VAALWATER

The last general meeting of ‘25 including the AGM &
braai & drinks

Not to be missed! 
Full details will be given nearer the date
Entrance free for members. Guests welcome (R75 p/p)

New Members always welcome. Please pass
the word on. For more information, contact

Bronwyn Maree, 082 364 9281,
secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

Bronwyn Maree:
secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

Waterberg News, Happenings and Events 
November 2025

 If you have an article you would like to offer
for consideration in whatsUp! Bush Telegraph

we would appreciate hearing from you. As
above please send to Bronwyn Maree

Recommendations for speakers for general
meetings are welcome

Contact info:

www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

Waterberg Nature Conservancy

From Kai Skye good thoughts to start a day:
“notice what gives your day joy”

&
“notice people being kind”

Editor of this edition of whatsUp! Sue Walker
Creative design by Margerie Aucamp

mailto:secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za


MORE SPECIAL SIGHTINGS IN THE WATERBERG

GAP Africa Projects are the proud new owners of
Hanover Nature Reserve (779 ha), bordering and in
partnership with Swebeswebe NR. In August, we hosted
our first student group from Scotland. A highlight was
bird ringing led by Arrie Klopper and the results
exceeded expectations! Before the group arrived, a rare
Greater Painted-snipe was captured, the first ringed in
the Waterberg. With the students, a ringed male Marico
Sunbird was captured. It was previously ringed 1.3 km
away in November 2016. This makes him it at least 10
years old, the oldest in SAFRING records and a new
longevity record for the species! 
This highlights the value of long-term ringing and our
exciting new biodiversity project.

Contributor Carmen Warmenhove of Gap Africa Projects
Tel: +27 (0) 79 313 2276 carmen.warmenhove@gapafricaprojects.com

http://gapafricaprojects.com 

Photo Arrie Clopper

PLANTING SEEDS OF SUSTAINABILITY AT WATERBERG ACADEMY

At Waterberg Academy, environmental awareness
remains central to our school culture. This year, we
launched a vegetable garden and introduced daily
Eco Warriors to promote sustainability. Recycling
will soon be implemented across the school,
reinforcing our commitment to environmental
responsibility. Learners also celebrate key
environmental and cultural days such as Earth Day,
World Water Week, World Ranger Day, Arbor Day,
World Rhino Day, and Heritage Day, deepening their
appreciation for conservation and community. A
highlight was our Trash-ion Show, held with the
Welgevonden Environmental Awareness
Programme to celebrate National Recycling Day.
The pangolin-themed event inspired learners to
transform waste into creative fashion pieces while
raising awareness for this critically endangered
species. 
We remain grateful to partners who make these
learning experiences possible.

Contributor Sascha van der Merwe, Waterberg Academy



The Mokolo River winds its way through Kaingo Game Reserve. Parts of the river
terrace are cemented with iron rich sediments known as ‘ouklip’ (ferricrete).
Embedded in one of these terraces on a portion of the reserve named
Woodstock are large quartzite tools like handaxes and heavy-duty scrapers. Lyn
Wadley recognised that these tools belong to an Acheulean Industry that was
made by Homo erectus, a hominin predating Homo sapiens.

Ouklip is magnetic and Woodstock’s magnetic history was trapped within the
rock at the time it was formed. Professor Michiel de Kock of the University of
Johannesburg is a geologist specialising in ancient magnetism
(palaeomagnetism). 

He drilled cores from the Woodstock ouklip and found that its magnetism 
does not match today’s magnetism – it is reversed. The last time that the 
earth’s magnetism was reversed was between one million and 780,000 
years ago. This means that Homo erectus made and used quartzite tools 
on the banks of the Mokolo during this time. Before our discovery, we had no
idea that human-like people lived in the Waterberg so long ago.

EARLY LANDOWNERS OF THE WATERBERG – ONE MILLION YEARS AGO

If you would like to read more, the link is 
 https://doi.org/10.36615/safa.18.2788.2023

Contributor Prof. Lyn Wadley

Prof. Michiel de Kock drilling cores in the Mokolo ouklip. An
Acheulean tool is on the right.



AFRICAN PENGUINS – HOPE FOR THEIR FUTURE 

Source Jenny Hill & Christian Parkinson BBC news

 
The African Penguin – which is native to South Africa and Namibia - has lost 99% of its
population over the last century. It is estimated that there are now just 8,750 breeding
pairs left in the country. They are vulnerable to natural predators – seals and certain
types of gull. 

However, the real enemies are human beings. The sardines and anchovies on which the
penguins depend are also a valuable commodity for the commercial fishing industry.
The now-discontinued practice of harvesting guano (accumulated bird droppings into
which penguins would dig their burrows) damaged their habitat. Climate change is
exacerbating the problem - storms and flooding endanger their colonies and it is
becoming harder for the birds to access food as ocean currents and temperatures
shift.

“If the current rate of decline persists, we could see the extinction of the species
within our lifetime by 2035, so the situation is extremely urgent,” Dr Alistair McInnes
of BirdLife South Africa warned. The South African government is constitutionally
obliged to prevent such a scenario. It has tried to restrict the activities of so-called
purse seine fishing vessels, which use large nets to catch great shoals of fish. Over the
last 15 years there have been experimental closures of fishing grounds, protracted
negotiations between the fishing industry and conservationists and input from an
independent panel of international experts. But penguin numbers were still declining.
This is why BirdLife South Africa and the Southern African Foundation for the
Conservation of Coastal Birds (SANCCOB) took legal action against the government in
the first case of its kind in South Africa. BirdLife South Africa and SANCCOB argued
that current closures – under which fishing is prohibited around some colonies – are
neither extensive enough nor in the right locations to fully protect the penguin
population.

A potentially painful and lengthy legal
process took place with a happy 
penguin ending in March 2025 with a 
landmark settlement. The Pretoria 
High Court made a court order 
establishing biologically meaningful 
no-fishing zones around six critical 
African Penguin breeding colonies 
protecting the critically endangered species from food competition with commercial
fisheries. The agreement includes 10-year closures in key areas like Robben Island and
Stony Point, which conservationists consider a crucial victory for the species'
survival. 

Image Christian Parkinson BBC

Contributor Sue Walker
Note of interest: South African National Penguin Day is second Saturday

of October



LAPALALA WILDERNESS SCHOOL ANNUAL WORLD RHINO DAY 
PUBLIC SPEAKING DAY

27 September dawned with 109 excited,
probably a bit nervous, learners from
schools around the area of Lapalala
Wilderness School started their day
practicing their speeches and maybe
putting some finishing touches on the
posters they’d created. This was a
platform where passionate young
learners could raise their voices for
conservation and change. The
atmosphere was full of anticipation,
chatter and fun all witnessed by,
excluding staff, 13 guest adults and
many online. What a day! It ended with
Marakalala Mosupi of Malebo High
School as Speech Winner. Makgetha
Kgopotso of Ntata Seconday School
was the Poster Winner. Third place,
winning a WNC sponsored uniform
voucher, went to Billy Mokonyama from
DG Tsebe Secondary School. This was
another successful event organised by
LWS that nurtured, educated and
touched the lives of young people.
Importantly it was total recognition to
all the winners and participants for
their dedication, courage and advocacy
– truly inspiring. They will keep
speaking up and the world will listen.

Judges, scorekeepers, timers and teachers at
World Rhino Day Public Speaking

Competition

Billy Mokonyama receiving his
uniform voucher from Bronwyn

Maree

Winners of all prizes

Makgetha Kgopotso of Ntata Seconday
School was the Poster Winner



Waterberg Research Support Centre (WRSC) is the research coordinating and
implementing body in the Waterberg Bio-Region. One of the core functions includes
the development of a Research and Biodiversity Database, one area of this is the
collation and mapping of historical and current weather data. Why is historical and
continuous weather data important? 

Critical for establishing regional weather patterns as well as providing evidence of
shifts in weather patterns (there is great weather variability WITHIN the Waterberg
Region) 
Flood and drought risk management 
Estimation and prediction of current and future surface and groundwater
availability – ultimately managing sustainable extraction rates 
Weather directly influences biodiversity and ecosystem health and function. 
Availability of historical data is critical for validating new data sources. 

Livelihoods in the Waterberg, as a critical catchment and biodiversity area, are
directly linked to natural resources – thus it is also vital from a socio-economic as
well as environmental perspective that basic factors such as weather data be USED to
do predictive modeling to be proactive rather than reactive to the impact of climate
change. 

Please spam us with all your historical and current weather data. If it is written in
notebooks – don’t worry we will come and take pictures and digitize it, or you are
welcome to send the pictures through. 
What do we need? 

Location 
GPS point 
Date
Any weather data: rainfall, temperature, wind speed & direction (if you only have
some of these factors, that is also great!)

GOT HISTORICAL AND CURRENT WEATHER DATA? BLOW IT OUR WAY!

Please send any
information or queries

through to Marilize 

Contributor: Marilize Greyling (WRSC Executive Director)
info@waterbergresearch.org.za 



WATERBERG BIOSHPERE YOUTH TO MARAKELE NATIONAL PARK

The Senior Conservation Club members of Waterberg Biosphere Reserve were
treated to an educational excursion to Marakele National Park during SANParks
Mahala Week on September 26, 2025. The trip, made possible by the
collaboration of several stakeholders, aimed to connect young people with
nature and deepen their understanding of conservation efforts. Under the
guidance of a Marakele National Park official, the members learned about
biodiversity, ecosystems, and the importance of responsible stewardship. The
event highlighted the value of investing in youth-driven conservation
initiatives and the power of partnership in promoting environmental education
and sustainable development.

Special thanks to:
Waterberg Biosphere Reserve for organizing the trip
Waterberg Nature Conservancy for funding and providing food and
refreshments

Contributor Koos Monyeki Jnr

NEW WNC MEMBER AND ADMIN

WNC WARMLY WELCOMES NEW MEMBER
Dr Nico Lubcker – Head of Research at Kaingo

PAYMENT ADMIN
We are sure it will have been a pure slip of memory if any members have not yet paid
their membership for 2025. It’s never too late! So please take this as a reminder to
cross the finish line and pay for this year. Without your support the Waterberg Nature
Conservancy cannot exist. Thank you very much.

SPEAKERS FOR THE FINAL WNC MEETING OF THE YEAR, INCLUDING THE AGM
Prof Lyn Wadley – Rock art book
Dr Kelsey Skinner – Pangolins and the Pangolarium
Prof Nigel Barker and his daughter, Olivia Barker – Bankrotbos research and project update



The WNC meeting on the 11th of September was a whirlwind of different topics. 
Baboons … to food gardens… to creative marketing for the Waterberg to…learning about and
tasting Rhino Whisky.

Swebeswebe (WNC members) has a troop of human ladies -  
Zothile Zuma, Kelly Patterson and Irina Wagner - they gave a 
highly informative talk about the reproductive strategies within 
Chacma Baboons and an insight into  “days in the lives of 
baboon researchers.” We take our hats off to the work they do 
and certainly for the amount of walking and climbing achieved 
each day!

Despite rain-induced problems this year in the area, the food 
garden project,  Gardens of Hope,  pulled through. Koos Monyeki 
(WNC EXCO member) from Waterberg Biosphere Reserve gave a 
full update  the success of the gardens so far. This has grown 
into such a oflife-giving and skilled project. We congratulate 
them on it and wish them many more future fruitful seasons.

Blake and Megan Johnson (WNC members) from Studio Thirty5 
showed us what creative marketing with visual media can do for 
an area like our beautiful Waterberg and they are determined to 
promote it. They can certainly do it for your company too.
Blake Johnson: +27 (0)64 751 0359
info@studiothirty5.co.za

SINGLE MALT WITH PURPOSE
Distilled and double cask matured in the Speyside region of 
Scotland, Rhino Whisky is a premium Single Malt Scotch, 
masterfully crafted at one of Scotland’s most celebrated 
distilleries. Combining expert craft with passion and purpose – 
Rhino Whisky is dedicated to supporting Rhino conservation
in Africa. Every bottle of Rhino Whisky sold contributes 
to the care of orphaned rhinos.
Rhino Whiskey generously provided a tasting at our WNC meeting 
https://www.rwhisky.com/home/

RECAP OF THE PREVIOUS GENERAL MEETING OF 11 SEPTEMBER 2025


