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A Good News Story

The Act - in Gauteng

On a cold winter’s day three young boys from Actonville near Benoni, Jayden, Jerome and
Jeremiah, came to the rescue of a pregnant dog cold, hungry and in obvious pain.

The three ran home to get a blanket to cover the dog and then spent their own pocket
money on food and water for the animal. The Benoni SPCA were called and were on the
scene within 30 minutes.

The Reward - in The Waterberg

Following a considerable amount of social media coverage, WNC member Welgevonden
Game Reserve (WGR) management felt the three boys deserved some recognition and in
conjunction with African Safari Guru (ASG) arrranged a trip for the three and some of their
parents.

ASG’s Mathew Grace arranged transport to Welgevonden where they were
accommodated in the Research Camp’s luxury Tents. They then embarked on their very
first safari and with WGR’s experienced guide showing the way, had wonderful first time
sightings of many game species including the Big Five. It was educational as well as fun
for the boys as their guide extolled the finer points of conservation and how important it is.

A great example of just how amazing our younger generation can be.

Not Such Good News

A massive hail and windstorm hit some
local areas around Vaalwater shredding
vegetation and causing extensive damage
to property.




Bulbinella - Bulbine asphodeloides
A plant no garden should be without

It’s indigenous, attractive, hardy, drought-resistant, tolerates
almost every soil type and has valuable medicinal
properties. A member of the Aloe family, it occurs naturally
and has several features in common, a basal rosette of
short fleshy leaves from which tall flower stems emerge
crowded at the end. When broken, the leaves exude a sap
that is a colourless to pale yellow sticky gel and this is where the medicinal value of the
plant is stored. Applied directly to the skin, the antihistamine and antibacterial properties of
the gel quickly soothe insect stings and bites, rashes, blisters and burns, disinfect cuts and
scratches, including cold sores, cracked lips & fingers, and promote rapid healing. There
are other medicinal uses too, in which an infusion of the roots can be drunk to treat a
variety of disorders, but the use of the sap on skin is the most valuable.

Richard Wadley

References : Ben-Erik van Wyk, Bosch van Oudtshoorn, Nigel Gericke (1997): Medicinal
Plants of South Africa.

Seasonal Climate Watch - long-range weather forecast

There is still a greater than equal likelihood of a dry (or late) start to the summer rainfall
season in the Waterberg, due to the current weak development of the La Nina phase of
the ENSO system.

However, the current forecast is that there is a 50-60% probability of the period November
2016 to February 2017 being wetter than average — and no forecast probability that it will
be drier than average.

Both maximum and minimum temperatures are forecast to be somewhat warmer than
average throughout the period October to February.

Cobus Olivier - cobus.olivier@weathersa.so.za
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WNC member Sophie Neville arrived in South Africa in 1992 as a ; Ride the Wings

horseback safari guide, and as it turns out, general dogsbody. This 7. ~ofMorming

memoir in the form of correspondence between Sophie and her UK /

friends and family is totally absorbing and constantly amusing. Sophie’s /

delightful art illustrates this tale of just how different and simple life was in ;

the Waterberg a mere 25 years ago. T ey

An unputdownable book. TR ol

Available from WNC member The Black Mamba or Amazon ~ Letters to and from Afica -

Robin Taylor
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Waterberg Wave - our very own community radio station is finally on air! Listen 24

hours a day on 92.8 FM, broadcasting in Sepedi, English and Afrikaans. For reasons
beyond their control, the range is currently limited to a radius about 45km, but WW is
working to increase that.

For more information, the Station Manager is Zach Sekhu available on - 0726824633 and
wwwzach@gmail.com

Wines and the Wild Dog

Painted Wolf Wines are hosting a wine tasting at our AGM on November 17.

Top wine cellar, Painted Wolf Wines and owners Jeremy and Emma Borg are actively
involved in the protection of Wild Dogs (Lycaon Pictus). In partnership with EWT the
company has promoted various fund-raising events and a contribution from every bottle
sold goes to conservation of this endangered species. A worthy cause, we need to support
them.

Image - Robin Taylor

Supermoon

You may have heard that we have a “Supermoon” coming up on
Monday 14th, but what is it all about? Well, the answer is quite
simple, and also gives me a chance to introduce you to a truly
awesome scrabble word.

The Supermoon phenomenon is due to the fact that the orbit of the
moon around the earth is an ellipse. Because of this the distance
from the moon to the earth varies throughout its approximately 28
day orbit. If a full moon coincides with the closest point in the
moon’s orbit around the earth (its perigee), then the full moon will look unusually big and
bright (up to 30% bigger, and hence 30% brighter than usual). If the full moon occurs close
to this closest point in its orbit, then it is called a Supermoon.

This gives me a chance to use a lovely six letter word with no vowels. The technical term
for when any three planets or moons are in line (which happens at full moon and at new
moon) is a “syzygy”. Now, you have to admit that would be an awesome word to use in
Scrabble . Anything to do with the moon is called “lunar, so putting these three great
astronomical words together, a Supermoon is a lunar perigee-syzygy. So next Monday
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we will be having one very close to the max and it will be a lovely thing to watch. What you
need to do is to find a nice sundowner spot where you can see the Western and Eastern
horizons at the same time. Failing this, just go with the Eastern horizon. Because it is part
of a syzygy (you see it is a useful word) a full moon always rises exactly as the sun sets.
So, on Monday evening at 6:30 pm you will see a beautiful extra large and bright moon
rising exactly as the sun sets. Combined with the right company and a good beverage,
what could be more delightful?

Philip Calcott - image Robin Taylor

Just launched the Waterberg Mountain Bike Club - exciting
news for the many mountain bike enthusiasts in the area. We'll have
more information in the next whatsUp! In the meantime contact
Simone Baber on 0833025123 - simone @esnet.co.za

Some Commercial news and some fun!
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A Final Thought
“There is a crack in everything. That’s how the Light gets in.”
Leonard Cohen - Poet

General Meeting and AGM November 17th.
New Venue - African Wildlife Auction AWA (next to the Vaalwater Hotel)

The Waterberg Nature Consevancy

Secretary: Sue Walker <secretary @waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>

Editor: Robin Taylor <editor@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>
Website <www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>
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