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As 2025 draws to a close, | am afforded the opportunity to reflect on the work of the
Waterberg Nature Conservancy over the past year. Bearing in mind the complex and diverse
demographics, varied land uses, and competing socio-economic priorities of our
conservancy members—combined with insufficient coordination—these factors have
contributed to fragmentation and tension.

| am pleased to report that the WNC EXCO members have been hard at work, changing lives
through nature. At a time when global and national agendas are focused on large
environmentalissues such as climate change, our work has remained focused on Waterberg
communities, making our members aware of their natural environment. Our holistic
education model aims to cultivate environmentally aware and literate communities that
value their natural surroundings.

Our success has been shaped by the many speakers in 2025 who kept our members
informed and educated on a variety of subjects, including Sweet and Sour on the Rocks,
Climate Change Impact on Tomato Farming, Fire and How It Impacts You, Baboons,
Elephant and Predator Management, and Land Redistribution and Tenure Reform.

The feedback we received from members who attended our general meetings was positive
and encouraging. Collaboration, more than ever, has become an important cornerstone of
effective conservation. The challenges of habitat destruction and species loss across the
world are vast and interconnected. We have felt and witnessed climate change happening
around us, with severe flooding affecting the areas where we work and live. It is evident that
no single organisation or person, no matter how passionate, can tackle these problems
alone. Thankfully, we are part of this growing community in the Waterberg.

Membership

We are delighted to report that our membership has grown to 79 members (including 4
honorary members). This represents a 16.7% increase. Of these, 57 have paid, and 14
invoices remain outstanding for this reporting period.



Financial Update

As of 24 November 2025, our bank balance is R22,079.97. We pride ourselves on sound
financial discipline, and once again, thanks to our Secretary, Bronwyn Maree, for maintaining
a high level of financial oversight. Our petty cash and stock management remain in good
order.

The fundraising committee is working on plans for our upcoming fundraising event,
scheduled for March 2026.

WNC continues to demonstrate a strong financial track record, and it is vital that the effort
involved in sustaining this status be maintained by current EXCO members and their
successors.

Communication

Our communication team produced three editions of the whatsUp! Bush Telegraph
newsletter in 2025.

We currently have a Facebook page (1,026 followers) and an Instagram page (353 followers).
We only managed 11 posts on Facebook this year; improving this will be a focus in 2026.

A big thank you to our three members who manage updates on upcoming meetings, events
of interest, newsletters, and other posts for the group.

A full mailing list has been maintained and updated as an alternative to the WhatsApp group.

Recently, Tumisang (LWS intern) updated the WNC website to reflect recent meetings,
copies of our latest newsletters, and updates on supported projects.

EXCO Members

Boitumelo Maluleke, who led our communications, resigned from EXCO at the beginning of
November 2025. Our EXCO members have a clear understanding of their roles and
responsibilities, including legal obligations to internal and external stakeholders.

In conclusion, | wish you all a peaceful and joyful Christmas season, and may the coming
year bring renewed strength, unity, and shared purpose.

Regards,

Mashudu Makhokha
Chair of WNC



