
                            Year end 2021 - January 2022

No-one needs reminding that it’s been a difficult year but the WNC 
under the chairmanship of Brad Algar 
supported by an active EXCO has thrived.  We 
had a really good year-end meeting loaded with 
extra speakers bringing us up to date with 
information, activities and an exciting new 
product relating to, and of value, to all 
Waterberg residents.

Tt was great to see WNC founder Clive Walker at the meeting, the 
first time he’s been able to make it for a long time.  It was hard to get 
to talk to him as he seemed to be constantly surrounded by friends who 
hadn’t seen him in a while.



The EWT Cheetah Range Expansion Project was established in 
2011.  Starting with 217 cheetahs on 41 
Southern African reserves, cheetah numbers 
have increased to 468 on 66 reserves in 
South Africa, Malawi, Zambia, and Mozambique.  
The re-introductions have vastly increased safe 
space for cheetah conservation.  Over the past 
decade the EWT has coordinated 316 cheetah relocations to prevent 
inbreeding and preserve genetic diversity across populations.

Michele and Warwick Tarboton followed a breeding pair of 
Woodland Kingfishers in their garden for 9 years!  
A fascinating study.
Read all about it @   http://www.warwicktarboton.co.za/images/
The%20Lark%2029%20%20Woodland%20Kingfisher%20article.pdf

Pompom Weed is an invasive plant that threatens 
conservation and agriculture in South Africa.  It is currently 
exploding along the Vaalwater/Melkrivier Rd.  We have 
reported this outbreak to  <alienplants@sanbi.org.za > 

 Interestingly the plant was only identified in SA in the early sixties. It 
was apparently imported from South America ‘ because it was so 
pretty’!   Image - Capetown Invasives

http://www.warwicktarboton.co.za/images/The%20Lark%2029%20%20Woodland%20Kingfisher%20article.pdf
http://www.warwicktarboton.co.za/images/The%20Lark%2029%20%20Woodland%20Kingfisher%20article.pdf
http://www.warwicktarboton.co.za/images/The%20Lark%2029%20%20Woodland%20Kingfisher%20article.pdf
http://www.warwicktarboton.co.za/images/The%20Lark%2029%20%20Woodland%20Kingfisher%20article.pdf
mailto:alienplants@sanbi.org.za
mailto:alienplants@sanbi.org.za


And while on the subject, a new book ‘Invasive and Alien Plants of 
South Africa’ by Lesley Henderson published by The Agricultural 
Research Council is a valuable addition to our knowledge
available either in hardcopy at R230 plus postage from ARC: contact 
MoletsaneH@arc.agric.za); or digitally, free from the Librarian at 
SANBI (A.Fourie@sanbi.org.za).   Information - Richard Wadley.

 
Painted Wolves - update
The breeding pack are doing well and have just moved into the western 
half of their range, the pups going from strength to strength, almost 
fully grown now.  The two ‘breakaway’  young males are 
still thriving on Mabula.  The ever innovative Ms Painted 
Wolf, Reilly Mooney has produced merchandise, 
including this cute ‘softy’, to raise money to support the 
protection of these endangered creatures.
Image - Reilly Mooney 
<waterbergwilddoginiative@gmail.com>

WATERBERG BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

Led by Prof. Nigel Barker of The University of Pretoria, the three 
year multidisciplinary Waterberg Biodiversity Project kicked of the new 
year in full swing.
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 Managed and coordinated by Waterberger Marilize Greyling 
(Waterberg Research Group), The project involves 7 universities 
and 5 research institutions/museums.   

 The aquatic team kicked off the year and is currently finishing their 
first Waterberg recce pilot survey and sampled the aquatic 
invertebrates in rivers and streams within six reserves.  Thus far, the 
invertebrate groups present indicate healthy and diverse systems! The 
other taxonomic group teams are currently planning their first field 
trips, with the Herpetology team arriving at the end of next week! The 
Waterberg is a truly unique system, and we cannot wait to see what 
the results will bring! For more information please contact Marilize at 
info@waterbergresearch.org.za / 079 457 8644 (WhatsApp only) 
and follow the ‘Waterberg Research Support Centre’ page 
(@waterbergresearch) for updates on this exciting project.  

Marilize Greyling 

Tough Times for Schools
Its been a very difficult two years for schools, especially perhaps for 
the matric students, many who have had to put up with distance 
learning or only attending classes every alternate day.  Remember too 
that many do not have access to computers at home. The results for 
the class of 2001 are therefore really encouraging indicating the 
resilience and determination of the students.
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Leading the way was WNC member The Waterberg Academy in 
Vaalwater with a 100% Bachelor Degree pass rate and 24 
Distinctions followed by  Hoerskool Nylstroom in Modimolle,  
Hoerskool Hans Strydom in Mookgepong and Letamong 
Secondary also in Mookgepong. 
Well done the class of ’21 - against all odds!!

The Year-end Meeting
Multi-talented Prof. James Larkin Director, Radiation and Health 
Physics Unit at Wits University is heading up an amazing 
project to investigate and establish whether it is possible to 
place radio isotopes into a rhino’s horn enabling the horns 
to be tracked and thereby increasing detection capabilities, 
as well as the radiation being a major deterrent to 
poachers, reducing demand in consumer countries and curbing rhino 
poaching.  https//rhisotope.org/

Richard Wadley needs no introduction to Waterbergers - not a 
professor? - he surely should be with his wide 
ranging interests and knowledge.  If you haven’t 
read his ‘Waterberg Echoes’ the absolute definitive 
history of the Waterberg, well, if you’re at all 
interested in the area you should.  Moving away 

from history Richard spoke on the little known disease Bilharzia, still 
prevalent in the Waterberg, but as he put it - The forgotten scourge!!



Our main speakers were followed by three short presentations.

Director of the The Biosphere as well as Lapalala Wilderness 
School, Mashudu Mahkoka brought us up to date on major 
efforts to expand the Biosphere boundaries to include Nylsvlei. 

Elizabeth Folgen and Paula Blomkamp from the innovative 
Redrhino organisation, Elizabeth from Ireland and Paula from the 
Cape.  Redrhino produces scarves featuring images of 
wildlife, natural beauty and so much more, all profit goes 
directly to The Lapalala Wilderness School.  Images for the 
scarves are contributed by artists and photographers from 
around the world - locals, artist Clive Walker and 
photographer Robin Taylor, have both contributed images.
www.redrhinowildernessscarves.org  

Another great Waterberg book - ‘Wildflowers of the 
Waterberg’ introduced to our members by co-author Lyn 
Wadley. We have already reviewed this magnificent volume. 
Members at the meeting snapped up copies which were 
offered at a special WNC price. For more info contact 
<warwick@warwicktarboton.co.za>
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                                    Important commercial news:
    

                          <boruthotoursandtravel@gmail.com>
                               <liornamartina@gmail.com>
                     073 040 1622 /  079 674 7094
______________________________________________
                          Images Robin Taylor unless otherwise indicated

      Next general meeting 2pm, Thursday Feb 24th @ NG Kerk
                                                    ------------
       Secretary: Carmen Warmenhoven <secretary@waterbergnatureconsevancy.org.za>              
                              Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>                                            
                              Website <www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za 
                                Facebook <Waterberg Nature Conservancy.org.za>
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