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The WNC Creche Teacher Training Program ended

the year with the presentation of certificates to 18 of the
participating teachers. This most successful iniative is being
continued next year and will be expanded including the
sourcing and supplying of desperately needed materials to the
various creches. It was gratifying to see the enthusiasm and
passion that the teachers expressed for the programme.
Thanks to Waterberg Academy teacher Suzette van Dyk
for her efforts and dedication.

The WSI has begun installing the new security cameras. This comprehensive system in
conjunction with the already efficient, very visible, vehicle patrols will greatly add to security in
our area. New security head Jean Pierre (JP) has also been very active in familiarising himself
with the area, visiting farms and discussing their security issues. Really positive stuff!

Which brings us to the WSI Dinner, an evening enlivened by a
successfult auction and the outstanding talent of Dewald Dippenaar who
provided us with some great sounds, for dancing or just plain listening -
‘the summer of 18’! A pity the event wasn't better supported! To those
who weren't there, you missed a fun evening.

Image Robin Taylor

The dust has settled on Big Birding Day 2018 and Team Waterberg recorded
291 species. 77 people participated with Fanie Schoeman of Dinaka notching up the
most species, a massive 213 and Ant’s Hill’s Craig Robinson, with 5, the most
species not seen by anyone else.
Warwick Tarboton.
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Two sayings relevant to us all, which really go together:

‘Eighty percent of success is showing up’ - Woody Allen American comedian
‘If you aren’t going all the way, why go at all’ - Joe Namath American football star



World Rhino Day was celebrated with a security demonstration at the Waterberg Academy.
Local schools and others were treated to a high powered display from the SAPS and security
company Hi Risk Unit featuring the mock capture of a rhino poaching gang utilising
helicopters, a ground unit and everybody’s favourite, the spectacular well-trained K9 dog unit.
As well as being very entertaining, this was a valuable educational morning.Thanks to Jess

Babich and all at STWR
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Our Wild Dogs continue to create interest. They have moved right
back close to where they started and are currently on Lapalala
Wilderness. The hope is that they stay there, the perfect place for
their well being and safety. The pack now numbers 16-18.
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Waterberg Archeology Excavations

Our Archeologist member Lyn Wadley has been involved in the latest excavations at
Olieboomspoort, a long rock shelter between Bulgerivier and Lephalale. This is a key SA site
because it was lived in repeatedly betweeen the Earlier Stone Age (ESA about 1.5 million to
300,000 years ago through the MSA (Medium 300,000 to 30,000 years) to the LSA (Later
30,000 until a few centuries ago).

First excavated in the1950s, the site has rock art including red and yellow hand prints and deep
sediments containing abundant evidence of human life. These earlier diggings yielded ostrich
eggshell beads and fragments of water bottles carved with geometric designs, bone arrow points
and stone tools from the LSA.

Dr Aurore Val formerly of Wits and now at Tubingen University, Germany has resumed
excavations in the trench started by Dr van der Ryst in the late 1990s early 2000s, exposing the
MSA layer and has found smashed fragments of animal bone from meals eaten in the shelter, as
well as stone tools, including some triangular ones (points), some of which may have been the

stone tips of spearheads. These new excavations started in October and will resume in 2019.

Lyn Wadley

Book Review

pre /4_."/;\'/ S ! The First Safari Searching for Francois Levaillant’ - Ian Glenn - Jacana

‘Now here’s an interesting book” I thought, anticipating a Ruark, Hemingway

or even Cornwallis Harris ‘life on safari and all that goes with it’ type of read. I

guess I should have looked at the subtitle which gives a clue that this is not
such a book.



Although it gives some insight into the world of safari containing as it does many extracts from
Levaillant’s “Travels into the Interior Parts of Africa’ it is rather, a scholarly academic tome about
the man himself and his interaction with the continent’s people. A problem with extracts is that
taken out of context they do not always give the full picture and frequently tend to favour the
author’s narrative.

Perhaps better known as one of the world’s leading ornithologists, ranked by many alongside the
American Audobon, a segment of the book is devoted to Levaillant’s study and collection of
birds.

Author Glenn has done mighty research, travelling from the Orange River and the backwaters of
South Africa to the vaults of a Paris Museum in his 25 year quest for information on this
fascinating character. This book has certainly whetted my interest in Levaillant and to further
explore his actual work.

Robin Taylor

AGM November 2018
The meeting opened with the formalities, secretary Sue Walker presenting the financial report
which showed the WNC to be in a healthy state, followed by the
Chair’s report and the nomination and election of the EXCO. Both
reports have been circulated to members.
Two very diverse speakers graced this year’s final meeting. EWT'’s
Derek van der Merwe, briefly taking off his wild dog hat, gave us a

truly absorbing account, along with great images, of the year he spent

on little known SA possession, Marion Island, studying the wildlife,
specifically seals and orcas but also pelagic and other bird species,
albatrosses, penguins, petrels, shearwaters and many others.

Derek was followed by our Mayor Marlene van Staden who took time out of her hectic
schedule to speak on ‘The importance of what we do’ - the different roles each of us has to play
in conservation: the three spheres of government, private institutions, NGO'’s, individuals and
consevationists. Marlene’s message, that to make an impact we all have to get involved, surely
gave us much food for thought.

With many members staying on to socialise, the braai and bar were ultra busy.

Bertus and Kelly’s Bee Living stand did a roaring trade with their succulant honey and other
wonderful bee by-products.

Image - Maureen Storey.

We'd like to welcome new members

Di Pappas

E-Bahiti Lodge

Irma Lingenfelder
Lekhalo Zipline
Mark Jarman
Mashudu Lodge

Mia Momberg
Nadine, Pieter and Shayne Vervoort
Nic Maritz

Trish and Mick Dean
W Computer Services



The Market Place

Visit our PECAN online
store for more details

Dates to Diarise

Next general meeting Thursday 14th February at NG Kerk

With top speakers on matters important to all Waterbergers
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The WNC wishes all it’'s members a Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Secretary: Sue Walker <suew@africanfilmworks.com>

Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>
Website <www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>

Facebook <Waterberg Nature Conservancy>
Note - the WNC website is under re-construction and is temporarily unavailable


mailto:suew@africanfilmworks.com
mailto:suew@africanfilmworks.com
mailto:robt@africanfilmworks.com
mailto:robt@africanfilmworks.com
http://www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
http://www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za










