
              

   
Mayor Marlene van Staden revives Tourism Association.

Tourism is the major source of income for the Waterberg economy. In a 
very positive move Mayor van Staden has revived the long defunct 
Modimolle/Mookgophong Tourism Association and we look forward to 
positive action from the new committee (pitured left) For information 
contact Chair Pieter Erasmus - 014 7181600 / 083 638 8555 or 
Marketing/PR Engeline Gericke - 014 736 4653/ 082 770 1701

Not endangered but seldom seen - a pair of Caracal pups sleeping 
soundly on Leon and Tina Du Toit’s Kameelfontein farm.

Pennant-Winged Nightjars in the Waterberg
The pennant-winged nightjar (Roberts 410), is one of the most sought-
after night species amongst birders and in South Africa, its occurrence is 
usually limited to a small zone in the NE of the country and in Kruger 
Park.

During October 2017, residents at our lodge picked up an unusual call as they sat sipping their 
nightcaps.  They immediately recorded the call on a phone so they could identify it later. To their 
surprise and in some doubt, they identified the call as a pennant-winged nightjar.

When they replayed the recording to me, my inclination was to dismiss it as being the call of 
either a frog or a cricket, since it is well-documented that the Waterberg is too far south to host 
pennant-wings. However, I sent the sound recording off to birding expert Warwick Tarboton 
who confirmed that the call was indeed that of a pennant-winged nightjar, and, that he’d recently 
received two other reports of the species being sighted in the Waterberg – one by Gerhardt 
Lorist near Visgat and the second near Bela-Bela.            

Richard Wadley - Mokabi Lodge - image Graeme Arnott

    ----------- Which leads us to The Waterberg Twitchers, very active on 
the Whatsapp site with some interesting sightings being recorded.
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Great too that Warwick and Michelle Tarboton have joined the group. They 
are doing important work collecting data for the Waterberg System IBA 
under the auspices of Birdlife South Africa and they need help. They would 
like access to private properties to do their surveys, if you would like to assist 
please contact Warwick directly on 083 263 9153.                                        
Images, European Honey Buzzard and Avocet, Warwick Tarboton.

Self Defence Course for Women Launched at Ceasar’s.

The 20th Jan saw the introduction of The K9 High Risk Unit’s self-
defence for women course.
Divided into five categories - First Aid (Gareth) - Handgun (Henk) - 
Knife (John) - Physical defence (Reg) and K9 handling ( Head 
Honcho Arthur Crewe and Philemon), was an introduction with the 
instructors assessing the different needs of each person.

The Strategic Response team have a combined 120 years SAPS and operational experience and 
are all still active in the field. The training will occur on a regular basis and will increase in level 
and difficulty.
Ultimately the aim is to empower women, enabling them to defend themselves and protect their 
families and those around them; to no longer be the victims and soft targets.
A great initiative from Arthur Crewe and his team.
Marilize Pieterse

Stop Press - Wild Dogs at Lindani

With one animal seemingly virtually resident at Lindani, it was a surprise when two weeks ago 
eight Dogs were spotted followed a week later by a pack of eleven giving some guests really 
great sightings. At this time, it’s not certain where the Dogs have come from.

AGM November 2017 - The meeting opened with the formalities, secretary Sue Walker 
presenting the financial report which showed the WNC to be in a comparatively healthy 
position, this was followed by the Chairman’s report and the nomination and election of the 
EXCO. Both reports have already been circulated to members.  

Once again interesting and erudite speakers, Jessica Babich on the importance 
of communities working together with an emphasis on general security and 
how that tied in with security for our wildlife, especially rhino, leading in to the 
major efforts of STWR in raising funds, illustrating how the protection of rhino 
equals protection of people and property. Jess was followed by EWT’s Derek 
Van Der Merwe on Carnivore Conservation within the Waterberg , a thorny 

subject, too often resulting in a battle between landowners protecting their investment in wildlife 
and conservationists trying to protect the predators. Derek indicated that slowly the two groups 
are beginning to work together to resolve the issues. A wine tasting by Painted Wolf Wines 
started the social side of the meeting follwed by Brad Algar exercising his well-known braai 
skills producing succulent Prego steaks amid much member networking. 



Some Commercial News

 Cottage To Let Melkrivier Area. Lovely thatched riverside cottage 
to let, on a game farm in the Waterberg. Main bedroom en-suite, small 
second bedroom with shower, open plan living area with kitchen. 
Would suit a retired gent/couple. R3500 pm plus electricity.        
Phone 082 876 2408

             _______________________________________________________________

A family run Waterberg business selling good quality chickens at competitive prices.
Please contact us for a product and price list 083 808 0265 (office) 082 517 1005 (Linda)
bosveldsrus@pcwireless.co.za

     Next general meeting 2pmThursday 15th Feb. at NG Kerk
   Kicking the year off with speakers on important matters for all Waterbergers
Warwick Tarboton on the fascinating subject of Dragonflies -- Warwick recently completed 
a huge survey on Waterberg dragonflies - we see them all the time, but what do we know about 
them? Now is the time to learn. Then Ruan Fourie bringing us up to date on WSI activities 
and plans. Third speaker to be confirmed.
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                 Set  in  secluded  hilly  woodland  on  a  private  game  reserve,    
                                          this  stone  &  thatch  cottage  offers  tranquillity,  privacy  
                                            and  luxurious  self-­‐catering  accommodation  for  four.    
                                              Own  pool,  braai  lapa,  numerous  scenic  walking  &  
                                                mountain  biking  trails;  only  220  km  from  Pretoria.    
                                                                                  From  R475  per  adult  per  night.  

Contact:  Lyn  or  Richard  on  083  609  1464  /  083  609  1425  
e-­‐mail:  yeldaw@mweb.co.za          website:  www.mokabilodge.com  

mailto:bosveldsrus@pcwireless.co.za
mailto:bosveldsrus@pcwireless.co.za
mailto:secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
mailto:secretary@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
mailto:editor@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
mailto:editor@waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
http://www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za
http://www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za



