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This Image is Curiosity Rover on Mars. Every year since landing on August 12 2012, Curiosity 
sings’Happy Birthday’ to itself!  Nothing to do with the Waterberg, but interesting.

Which kind of leads to the spectacular Lunar Eclipse 
and Blood Moon we saw on July 27. Blood Moon? 
The moon makes its way past the shadow that Earth 
casts from the sun’s light, which shrouds the moon in 
darkness, changing it’s appereance from bright white 
to a shade of red. The gas molecules of Earth’s 
atmosphere scatter blue wavelengths of light from the 
sun, while the red wavelengths pass straight through it 
creating a Blood Moon! Just beautiful!
Image: Robin Taylor

Brilliant stuff from the Waterberg Academy - riding for Limpopo in the SA 
Cross Country championships, Carla Jansen Van Vuuren finished 3rd in 

her category. Carla received half colours for winning 
provincial colours in girls’ under 12 Mountain Biking. Well 
done Carla!  More from the Academy - Junior Protea 
archers Nadja Nortje, Shannon Carlton along witth SA 
Development archer Rafologang Buthane competed in the 
World Junior championships in Canada bringing back three 
silver medals. Nadja finished 7th girl, Shannon 8th boy and Rafologang 8th 
development archer in the world. Terriffic achievement from such a small school.

This pangolin was found wandering around Thembisa, she was rescued and 
taken to the Pangolin Rescue Centre. She was subsequently released into 
Welgevonden where there is a good pangolin population, so hopefully she 
will find a mate. She has been fitted with a tracking device to enable the very 
active Welgevonden pangolin research project to track her wellbeing
Sue Jarman
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In July Welgevonden introduced seven Black Rhino, a new 
species for the reserve. Typically they have proved very elusive 
but recently Pip Myram and her rhino monitoring team had an 
awesome sighting spending over an hour with the lone female.  
Pip Myram

Mayor Marlene van Staden’s Vaalwater and Leseding Cleanup 
initiative was a huge success, with more than 1000 people taking part, 
school children, municipal workers and others, supported by many local 
organisations including the WNC. Congratulations to the Mayor and all 
concerned. Let’s hope the ‘Keep Vaalwater Clean’ message is taken to 
heart by all residents!

Book Review 
 ‘Warriors, Dilettantes & Businessmen’  by WRJ Dean.  Jacana Media
It’s not often that a book like this lands on my desk.  The cover is interesting 
enough to make you pick it up if you see it in a bookstore.  Who could possibly 
resist the quirky title, and when you open it, the chapter titles create even more 
interest, ‘A bird in the hand is money in the pocket’ and  ‘Birds, beetles and 
butterflies, or my collection is bigger than yours.’  As it says in the foreword, 
this is an unusual book aimed at a very specialised audience. For those 
interested in the people who collect birds’ eggs, birds’ skins, stuffed birds and 

all related matters, this incredibly detailed and well-researched book is a must-have.  On a 
slightly disappointing note, the illustrations generally lack interest and are of mixed quality.  
Robin Taylor

                                       General Meeting August 30th  
The meeting was well-attended although many regular faces were away or occupied with such 
exotic matters as rhino capture and game counts. As always our speakers were a highlight with 
very diverse subjects.
David Jeppe kicked-off with the important subject of Climate Change and David was able to 
bring this complex and generally little understood topic down to a level understandable for 
laymen like me.
Then for something completely different from Professor Paulette Bloomer - Dassies!  Who 
knew? I (like most people) thought that a dassie was, well, a dassie. Not so, there are different 
varieties and the Waterberg has its own endemic species, the ‘Golden Spotted Dassie’ found at 
Lapalala Wilderness and various other spots (sic).  A fascinating and informative talk.
Closing out the formal sector of the meeting our own Richard Wadley entertained (as always) 
with what one would imagine would be the ’dry’ subject of ‘Geology of the Waterberg.’  

However as we know, Richard has a knack of making everything he talks 
about interesting and I’m certain we all learned a lot. Our three speakers 
amply demonstrated what enthusiasm and knowledge can 
bring to subjects seemingly not of general interest.
Time then to repair to the braai and bar for some 
relaxation and social discourse to close out a super 
meeting.



                                                     Welcome to new members
                                                      TDK Safaris
                                                      Christo Pistorius - Taaibos
                                                      Syd & Felicity Catton
                                                      Paul Du Plessis - Hunters Hide

                                                 The Market Place

                                      

                                  

                                  0827057708
                                        <info@izintabalodge.co.za>

                    
             0118923423 - 0720255099
          <corne@avorentals.co.za>

                                   Dates to Diarise
 The WNC Family Day Picnic takes place on September 29th      
  with live music, food stalls, braai, auction and so much more   
     at Matamba Bush Campsite. 
      Next general meeting Thursday 15 November at NG Kerk
                 With top speakers on important matters for all Waterbergers        

                         Secretary: Sue Walker <suew@africanfilmworks.com>
                      Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>
                      Website <www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za>
                            Facebook <Waterberg Nature Conservancy>
          Note - the WNC website is under re-construction and is temporarily unavailable
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