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Waterberg happenings news & events September 2016

First Aid for Snakebite in pets, farm animals - and humans.

With Spring having sprung there is far more snake activity and
thousands of pets will end up at veterinary clinics with snakebite.
Cats are very quick and seldom get bitten. Dogs, on the other
hand, are not always the brightest and with their strong hunting
instinct find it difficult to resist attacking snakes. Farm animals
are often bitten, cattle and horses mostly in the face with the
main culprits being Puff Adders, however very few adult animals
die.

Despite popular belief Mambas account for few bites, both in animals and humans, they are very
shy and nervous and are quick to seek refuge if threatened.

If an animal is bitten get it to a vet ASAP. In serious cases the animal will not survive without
antivenom. Dogs are often spat in the eyes by spitting snakes - immediately wash the animal’s
eyes with water - rinse the eyes for about 15- 20 minutes then head for the vet.

In most snakebites, victims survive providing they get to a hospital within a reasonable time. In Puff
Adder and Spitting Cobra bites this is within a few hours. Bites from a Mamba or Cape Cobra are
different as the potent neurotoxins may quickly cause difficulty with breathing and first aiders can
resort to mouth-to-mouth resuscitation or CPR on the way to hospital.
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A Cleaner and Better Looking Vaalwater

After our tirade about the litter problem it’s good to see that
Modimolle Municipality has taken steps to clean up. Not perfect
yet, but better - we still have the problems created by the street
traders. As we have pointed out before, in Modimolle they clean
up every day when they close down, why not here in Vaalwater?
However the town is looking better and it’s great to see the
garden development on the Sanddrif Rd. corner.




Welgevoden Cheetah break into Marakele

Welgevonden field guides watched as two cheetah hunted  pss
a young eland driving it through the fence into Marakele .
National park. The eland got tangled in the fence and the
cheetah landed up on the wrong side of the fence!
SANPARKS agreed that the fence could be cut and the
brothers returned to Welgevonden. Perhaps easier said
than done - how to lure the animals back? Conservation
officer Sam Davidson-Phillips came-up with an ingenious
solution - they winched the eland carcass back into
Welgevonden - with the brothers in tow! A successful
operation - however, one of the pair was very thin and had
dried blood on his legs and tail. The vet concluded that he’'d
been injured in a fight with a Marakele cheetah.

The injuries were worse than originally thought and there was significant damage to the tail,
disastrous for an animal that is dependent on its tail to help balance when hunting! The animal was
removed to Pretoria for specialised treatment. He subsequently spent time in the Welgevonden
Boma, in the company of his sibling, undergoing prolonged antibiotic treatment and recovery.

After nearly a month of treatment and a fortnight of monitoring, the two were finally released from
the predator boma. Great news was that the animals were seen on the reserve within a few hours
of release, the recovered male using his tail with full function restored.

Philipa Myram - Welgevonden: article and image.

Waterberg Twitchers Flying High Judging by
the WT WhatsApp page the Twitchers are going
from strength to strength with many interesting
sightings, some Spring birds already in residence.
No Woodland Kingfishers here in Melkrivier yet
but this Spotted Eagle Owl (? twitchers please
confirm) flew in the other evening. Beautiful!
Didn’t stay long though - just a couple of Hu-Hu’s
then flew off for the night’s hunting.

Image: Robin Taylor

The World’s Deadliest Hunter Is --- The Dragonfly! The winged predator is four times more
likely to catch its prey than big cats and twice as likely as Great White Sharks - they don’t call him
a dragon for nothing!



Not Such good news - Long Range Weather Forecast

The South African Weather Service (SAWS) issues regular rolling forecasts of the coming summer
rainfall period. They have proved to be remarkably reliable over the last few years.

The September report, can be summarised as follows: the current neutral El Nifo/La Nifia
conditions are expected to persist, resulting in below-normal spring rainfall. Indications are that
rainfall in early summer might be higher than normal, but these factors are not sufficiently reliable
to be given much credence. Temperatures, however, are expected to be well above normal for the
remainder of the year.

Cobus Olivier SAWS

Waterberg Snippets

Children’s Home The Fold is holding an Open House on Saturday the
10th September from 10am to 4pm to celebrate the sixth anniversary /<

of the arrival of the first child. The Fold needs our support, they’re the
doing sterling invaluable work and it’s worthwhile going along to see FOlqu |
what giant steps have been made in a short time. “hild

Children's Home

(NPC)

Farm Bergsig, Bulge River. 0836535340

Horse Racing in Vaalwater? The Waterberg Champions Challenge

The Waterberg Academy is holding a race night at AWA Auction Hall on 24th September starting at
6pm. 50% of the race proceeds go to The Waterberg Academy Trust and the PTA. An exciting
evening with a magnificent grand prize. For more information phone Laura Dowinton on
0834191929.

Warning!

The speed-limit on the Melkrivier Rd, (972) has changed from 120kms to 100kms an hour, so
expect some speed traps!

WNC Meeting August 25th

Following the resignation of Ken Maud the meeting was chaired by interim chair Robin Taylor. It
was well attended with many new faces and it was good to see guests from local schools. As
always we had interesting and diverse speakers -

Paul Van As kicked off with a fascinating and informative talk on Lightning,
practical steps on how to protect your house, yourself and the many myths
associated with it, most relevant as we enter our Summer Thunderstorm season.
If you want to know more contact Paul on 0726011595 or paul @surgetek.co.za.



mailto:paul@surgetek.co.za
mailto:paul@surgetek.co.za

Bees seem to be a hot topic and rightly so considering how important they are to our ecology.
Tinus De Klerk gave a different slant on the subject concentrating on the thing we are all
interested in - honey! Interesting to know that South Africa only produces about a third of its own
requirements so most of our honey is imported. He made the point that much of the imported
honey is irradiated destroying many of the health benefits! For more information on bees, hives
and honey production contact Tinus on tinus@magaliesbye.co.za.

Following a short refreshment break Richard Wadley wove an absorbing tale as
he entertained us with the history of the New Belgium Block, that large slice of the
Waterberg incorporating what is now Lapalala, Kwalata and other properties.
Richard took us from its formation to the present day in relating this fascinating
and important piece of Waterberg history. Spellbinding stuff.

The Social side

An important part of our WNC meetings is the social gathering after the formal element, an
opportunity for members to exchange views, meet with the speakers and enjoy a glass or two -
and on this occasion, delicious chicken curry provided by WNC EXCO member Sue Jarman -
thanks Sue and Alan.

Our Tasting Table was hosted by Tracy and Alan who design and cater meals, including gourmet
ice cream, for every occasion. Members took advantage of the many tastings on offer and the
consensus was - Delicious!

Contact Tracy and Alan on 0823327088, email: tracycleet@gmail.com.

A Final Thought

No, no, you’re not thinking, you’re just being logical. Niels Bohr Physicist

Please diarise the year’s last General Meeting and AGM November 17th.

The Waterberg Nature Consevancy
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