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The official opening of the Lapalala Wilderness
School on 26th November wag 4 gala affair. From
ite humble beginningg in the early 8Os the LWS hag
indeed come a long way through the driving force of
= Datron and founder Clive Walker and the generosity
=\ the late Dale Parker and now hig g¢on Duncan.

From a tiny grase hut with juet eight children to what

we are geeing today, the magnificent etate of the art
architect-designed complex of buildings on the Palala
river accommodating 128 students and 2! teachers under the
leadership of director Mashudu Makhokha and Chair Dr. John
Hanks.
Guegte were taken on a tour of the achool seeing for
themgelveg the wonderful facilities and great thought that
went into the degign of thig outetanding facility - a jewel in
the Waterberg crown.

LAPALALA; |




The Waterberg Wild Dog Initiative (WWDI) hag
| facilitated a donation of 75 impala to three private
| game farmg near Lephalale, Limpopo that

WS qupported a pack of African wild doge during

their 202! denning season and suffered stock

logges. The impala were donated by the Limpopo Department of
Economic Development, Environment & Touriem (LEDET) and
tranglocated to the three properties.

“Coordinating thig live game donation shows the properties that they do
not have to bear the coste of protecting thege gpecial animals on their
own,” eaye Reilly Mooney, WWOI Project Coordinator. “We are very
grateful to LEDET for recognizing the importance of the Waterberg
Wild Dog population and the regponsibility placed on the community to
care for them ag a free-roaming population”

The tranglocation of the impalag wag made pogsible by donationg from
the Africa’s Wild Dog Survival Fund, the Puma Garage in Vaalwater
and Elite Mica in Lephalale. Reilly Mooney

The 1,000 ha Qwabi Private Game Regerve ig 3
major addition to Waterberg’s tourigm indugtry. The firgt
of three luxury lodges the 57 uite Letamoig dueto &%
open in December. Home to the Big 5, Qwabi ig bound |
to become a major Waterberg wildlife degtination.




K9 unit fighting poachers in KND

Rhino poachers entering Kruger National Dark are
increagingly being run down by packs of unleaghed
hunting hounds in full ery, followed by a chopper tracking s
their hi-tech GOS collars.

Ag the baying pack approacheg, the poacher hag no idea the dogs are
trained to not attack. They won’t bite him (there are legal implicationg),
but if he trieg to harm the dogg, rangers will fire from the chopper. The
poachers know thig and no dog hag yet been logt to a poacher’s bullet.
Thie marriage of an ancient hunting practice and modern technology is
being honed, tested and mobilised at the K9 Unit baged at the Southern
African Wildlife College near Kruger’s Orpen Gate. [t'e the firgt in
Africa to run operational anti-poaching pack hounds in a game park
and ig clocking up successes. Don Pinnock - Daily Maverick

Ag part of archaeological regearch in the Waterberg, Lyn Wadley ie
working with gpecialiste studying climate and vegetation change over
the lagt thirty thougand years. They are looking for Waterberg hyrax
(daggie) middeng to eample for ancient plant remaing. [f anyone knows
of middeng that are 30 em high, or bigger than that, please contact
Lyn at lyn.wadley@uwite.ac.za or 083 609 |464.

Birdlife South Africa have adviced that there have been gome icolated cagee of ~Avian

[nfluenza in South Africa - for more information check the following link https://
www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Bird Life-South-Africa-Avian-

Influenza-Position-Statement.pdf.
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The October meeting wag well attended with some new faces F=2

perhaps attracted by the variety and interesting subjects of our SIS
gpeakerg. WNC gecretary Carmen Warmenhove gave ug an 1
interesting account of a fageinating event concerning the gex,

or wag it a change of sex; of a young white rhino?

Director of the Lapalala Wildernese School, Maghudu Makhoka,
. updated ug on the newly built school, a mammoth
& === planning and building project of thic Waterberg

b icon. With over 3000 kide paceing through the
achool a year, being expoged to the bugh for the
~ firet time, thie ic a marveloug facility doing

converting ug all into pangolin lovers with hie 4 7ARE
many stories of thig endangered species.

Two WNC stalwartg, founder and doyen Clive Walker with

committee member Moji Kitse swapping storieg at the lagt
WNC meeting.




The Living Museum ig temporarily closed with lote of important
renovationg taking place, the opening of the brewery, an art gallery
featuring a permanent exhibition of Clive Walker’s work, a bar/coffee
shop and the removal of all internal fences.

OS. The ground hornbillg are now together and getting on well.

“We need to hold the hands of good people. We need to make a change
with one common purpose: return the dignity of people in South Africa”
Dr [mtiaz Sooliman, founder of Gift of the Givere

Next general meeting WNC AGM 2pm, Thursday December [st

@ NG Kerk - Interesting speakers and a wine tasting by
Painted Wolf Wines.

Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>
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