
After almost 5 months in the area, the Wild Dogs continue to 
dominate the Waterberg headlines. The as yet unnamed 
(Waterberg, Lindani pack?) group has been constantly on the 
move, ranging from the R518 to near 24 Rivers, but has generally 
stayed in the Lindani, Jembisa, Libanon and Willowisp area and 
there is hope that they might den in this area. EWT’s Derek van 
der Merwe has been instrumental along with local farmers 
(particular thanks to Quentin Enslin) in organising the collaring of 
two of the males allowing the pack to be 
constantly tracked, with postions posted twice a 
day. This tracking gave us the opportunity of 
viewing the dogs - looking at the GPS we 
realised that the dogs were a mere 100m from 
our house right on the Jembisa fence line. The 
dogs were on a kill in thick bush, so with that 

and a throbbing diesel it meant only average pics, but superb viewing.  Great 
work by EWT and Derek. 
Images - Robin Taylor
                                                        

                                                    ******

Is it the Waterberg, Welgevonden or the WNC producing marathon runners? 
Anyway, double congratulations to WNC member Pip Myram from Welgevonden 
for A) finishing the London marathon, creating awareness for the plight of our 
rhinos and B) her engagement to WNC member Sam Davidson-Phillips (also 
Welgevonden). Best wishes to you both. 

                                                                            
                                                                        ******
The Waterberg Trust (TWT)  continues to provide financial support for a variety of Waterberg 
organisations, institutions and people. Funds from events including the 
Waterberg Challenge donated R460k to STWR for Waterberg Security;
 2 years funding for a hospice nurse at WWS; school uniforms for 200 kids 
from Lethabo Kids Club;  first aid equipment for SIG; funding for classes and 
teachers to attend Lapalala Wilderness School; materials for the Living 
Museum; funding a school nurse to work with Waterberg schools; the list 
goes on. The TWT Challenge Horseride from Ant’s Nest to Jembisa now in 
its third year and 2019 is almost fully booked which will bring yet more 
funding the Waterberg.
                                                                       ******
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The WNC Education Project hosted by the Waterberg Academy is steaming ahead, attracting 
more pre-school creche teachers to the ‘teaching teachers’ program. The classes have thrown up 
the fact that most of the creches lack very basic equipment such as building blocks, colouring 
books, puzzles and other materials suitable for the education of pre-school children.
We would like to appeal to anyone out there whose children have grown-up, and who might 
have these or suitable items to donate to this very worthy enterprise. For a list of required items 
contact WNC secretary Sue Walker on 082 934 2626 <suew@africanfilmworks.com>
                                                                      ******
 

Water is surely our most valuable asset and it is important to know what our rights and 
obligations are.
Water use wherever we live, town or country, is governed by the Water Act no 36 of 1998.
In terms of Schedule 1 of the Act, we are permitted to consume water without registering the 
source, eg borehole or dam, provided that the water is used for reasonable domestic purposes, 
non-commercial gardening and the watering of animals within the natural grazing/browsing 
capacity of that property.
In 2004 the government published a schedule defining the actual limits
From a borehole 10 000 litres per day
From a dam 50 000 litres per day
Additionally 10 000 cubic metres (lots of litres) may be stored.
If water use or storage exceeds these limits then one must register with the Dept. of Water & 
Sanitation.
Richard Wadley

                                                                 *******
The first rhino calf of WWF’s black rhino project’s 11th population has been spotted just 

months after the group’s relocation

A black rhino mother has been spotted with her young calf, just months after she and 13 other 
rhinos from KwaZulu-Natal were relocated late last year.

 WWF’s Black Rhino Range Expansion Project (BRREP) had 
successfully moved its 11th population of this critically endangered 
species to a new location in the north of the country to allow them to 
breed and bolster their numbers. In what is a mark of the project’s 
success over the years, some of the rhinos involved in the move were 
offspring from early project sites.
The move was featured on 60 Minutes, the largest television 
magazine show in the United States.
BRREP has been working since 2003 to increase black rhino 

numbers by increasing the land available on which they can breed. This is done by moving 
founder populations of rhino to new areas. The first group of rhinos was moved in 2004.
There are now about 200 black rhino on BRREP sites across South Africa, representing roughly 
10% of the country’s black rhino population.
 
BRREP is a partnership between WWF, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Agency 
with additional support from the Ford Wildlife Foundation.

                                                        ******
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Events to diarise

The Waterberg Lindani Mountain Bike (MTB) Challenge 26th May 2018
Good to see a major cycle event back at Lindani Game Lodge.
For more information:
Simone on 083 302 5123 - <waterbergmtbclub@gmail.com>
                                                                   ******

The WNC Family Day Picnic takes place on September 29th with live music, food stalls, braai, 
auction and so much more at Matamba Bush Campsite. Watch out for more detail!

                                                        ******

The April General Meeting.
Our three interesting and varied speakers lived up to the high quality we have come to expect, 
plus we had a bonus too!!

Ferdi Jordaan of Arysta Lifesciences’ IVM division gave lots of information 
regarding the chemical control of problem and noxious plants in the Waterberg 
and wider, showing how each product is designed to control a specific plant or 
family group of plants. With so many problem or exotic species in the area this 
talk was of great value to our members.

Then we had Warwick Tarboton of bird and dragonfly fame educating us on 
a great new app which is surely of interest to anyone interested in wildlife , 
you don’t have to be a dedicated twitcher. BirdLasser, www.birdlasser.com, 
which allows you to log your sightings, build a lifelist, view your data and 
share. As always Warwick fascinated us with his in-depth knowledge 
making his subject so easily understandable. www.waterberg-bioquest.co.za 
for more information on Warwick and Michele’s activities.

Clive Walker followed, speaking on his book, The Rhino Revolution, which we 
reviewed recently. The scourge of poaching, not just of rhino, but elephant, 
pangolin and other species is reaching epidemic proportions funded by major 
criminal organisations. A sobering and in depth talk by one of the world’s 
foremost authorities.

Our ‘bonus’ was EWT’s Derek van der Merwe who closed the formal section of 
the meeting with an update on the movement of the Wild Dogs.

Drinks with chicken and wors rolls went down well around the braai, as members chatted with 
each other and the speakers, discussing matters of common interest, concluding yet another 
successful WNC meeting.

                                                                      ******
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 We’d like to welcome new members

   Tilene and Hendrik Viljoen
    e-Bahiti Game Lodge
    WEESA Bush Pigs Outdoor Education Centre

                                                         *******
Some Commercial News:

Cottage To Let Melkrivier Area. Lovely thatched riverside cottage to let, 
on a game farm in the Waterberg. Main bedroom en-suite, small second 
bedroom with shower, open plan living area with kitchen. Would suit a 
retired gent/couple. R3500 pm plus electricity.  Phone 082 876 2408

                                                                   

                                                      ******
Thought for the day : 
‘We must believe in luck. For how else can we explain the success of those we don't like?’  
Jean Cocteau, author and painter 

Next general meeting 2pmThursday 28th June at NG Kerk
With great speakers on important matters for all Waterbergers
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