o i—ﬁ

WATERBERG NATURE CONSERVANCY

Whatsul:)!

Waterberg haPPenings news & events F‘ebruarg/March 2018

Living Museum Inauguration

February 24th was a red-letter day for the Waterberg with the
much anticipated inauguration of Clive and Anton Walker’s
‘Living Museum’ with the formalities and ribbon cutting
brilliantly conducted by Modimolle Mayor and WNC member
Marlene Vermaak van Staden.

For those familiar with Clive’s original and much loved Rhino
Museum at Melkrivier this is a step ahead featuring as it does a
history of the flora and fauna of the Waterberg with many ‘live’ exhibits, from ground hornbills,
zebra and giraffe to rare plant species such as cycads.

With eight separate buildings including the Livingstone Lounge,
Rhino, Library, Science, Auditorium, Archaeology etc with a 1km
botanical walk linking them. This is both an educational centre and a
major tourist attraction - a magnet for the many visitors to the
Waterberg. A special attraction will undoubtedly be Clive’s Craft
Beer Brewery planned for the near future.

Running Rhinos - again!

Brad Schroeder along with Pip Myram and Sam
Davidson ran the Marakele Marathon in Rhino
suits supported by a strong team from WINC
members AWA and Pana from Zeederberg
Cottages, raising awareness of the plague of rhino
poaching.

| Lindani Wild Dogs - the pack of 12/14 animals have settled in the area
and have been seen on various farms. Some land owners have expressed
concern due to loss of wildlife stock. EWT moved quickly to address these
concerns and called a meeting of interested parties. Derek van der Merwe
and David Marnewick outlined the EWT plan. A collar is being fitted to the
alpha female enabling the dogs to be tracked and their whereabouts known at
all times.With only +/- 450 animals left in SA, Wild Dogs are a great attraction, top of many
people’s wish list, and will certainly draw visitors to the Waterberg. Image Robin Taylor




Purple-Crested Turaco in the Waterberg

A very unusual twitch was spotted on March 17th at Welgevonden’s research
camp when a Purple-Crested Turaco was seen following a pair of Grey-Go-
Away Birds.

It flew across the camp and its distinctively bright purple-red windows on the

wings identified it as a Turaco. After locating the bird in the thick foliage of a
Wild Fig, we were able to confirm our sighting.

The Purple-Crested Turaco is locally common resident on the east coast of Kwa-Zulu Natal and
inland as far as eastern Mpumalanga and north-eastern Limpopo. It seems likely this bird was
blown further inland during a storm.

Pip Myram Welgevonden

Book Review

‘Rhino Revolution Searching For new Solutions’ by Clive & Anton Walker
This is not a book you want to read, but it is a book you should read.
Meticulously researched, beautifully illustrated and written as you would
expect from the authors, it deals with an unpleasant subject all too real for
those who live close to nature or have an interest in preserving our wildlife.
Much has already been written on the issue of Rhino poaching, but this is
surely the definative tome authored as it as by two men who have lived their
lives working and living with these magnificent animals. Does it offer the Final
Solution? I suggest you read this valuable addition to the library of books on

the scourge of poaching and draw your own conclusions.

Robin Taylor

EDUCATION

As you know we have had much discussion and many thoughts on the
best way for the WNC to support education. As was decided by the
EXCO and presented to and approved by the February general
meeting the best place to start is with the youngest children. We
established that there were many creches in Leseding and it was felt
that the best way to approach the problem was to ‘teach the teachers’
and make sure they had the necessary tools to teach their children.

Waterberg Academy Head Mark Godfrey in conjunction with teacher
Suzette Van Dyk identified the various creches and the programme
was launched on Saturday 17th March at the Waterberg Academy with 11 enthusiastic teachers
attending. The programme will be closely monitored and we are convinced that it will be a
success. Special thanks to Mark and Suzette for their efforts and dedication on this most
important step forward.

Education Fundraiser (and lots of fun)
Following last year’s very successful picnic we've had requests to reprise the event so diarise the
date - more information to follow.

PICNIC 2018 - Saturday, September 29 - 11am at Matamba.

live music - stalls - raffle - auction - bar and of course Brad Algar’s famous braai.



The WNC would like to welcome New Members

Arnie Hofmann and Claudia Pluddemann Inkwe - Linda and Daan Wepener Bosveldsrus
Chickens -

Mbala Private Camp - Lagnaha Farm - Ticaboo Nature Reserve -

Mdu Vilakazi - Carmen Warmenhov - Kobus Meyer

Founder - Lapalala Wilderness - Corporate - AWA - Ant Africa Safaris - The PDI.

February Meeting 2018

The first meeting of the new year kicked off in great style with a very good turnout and as
always 3 top speakers.

Ruan Fourie brought us up to date with the current activities and future plans of the WSI
(Waterberg Security Initiative) with his comprehensive presentation on farm and general

security, a subject vital to all of us. WSI 084 755 6006.

Warwick Tarboton best known as one of SA’s top birders led us into the fascinating subject of
dragonflies. Warwick and wife Michele are a great team and have just completed an extensive
survey of Waterberg dragonflies. With more species than the Kruger the Waterberg was fertile
ground for what was an absorbing presentation. How lucky are we to have Warwick and
Michele on our doorstep.

Maleria - scourge of the Bushveld was a very timeous presentation by Richard Wadley given the
fact that we have had some local cases. As he is always able to do Richard brought a seemingly
mundane subject to life.

As has become the norm at WNC meetings, the social side became a lively event with much
interaction and discussion between members on matters of mutual interest with many visitors to
the braai and bar.

For all things African - Artifacts, Jewellery, Books, Art, Curios, Furniture,
Music, DVD’s, Materials and more - visit us at Zeedeberg Centre Vaalwater.

One Day Photographic Workshop

Photographic basics including camera functions,
technical terms and principles, the speed/light
relationship, depth of field, creativity and
composition. The workshop comprises theory and

practical work.Call Robin on 072 895 9505.

<mail @africanfilmworks.com>
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Set in secluded hilly woodland on a private game Mokabi Lodge
reserve, this stone & thatch cottage offers tanquillity,

privacy and luxurious self-catering accomodation for
four with its own pool and braai lapa, scenic walks and
P P

mountain bike trails, only 220 kms from Pretoria.
Moletadikgwa

Contact Richard or Lyn on 083 609 1464/ 083 609 1425 Wildlife Sanctuary

<yeldaw@mweb.co.za> www.mokabilodge.com
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Thought for the day

[ am not a glutton, I am an explorer of food - Erma Bombeck

*Stop Press*
Pip Myram will be running the London Marathon in April and Pip and Sam Davidson will be

‘Sudan’ the last Northern White Rhino male died in Kenya leaving just two females alive. It is
hoped that in-vitro fertilisation will help save this sub-species of the White Rhino. RIP Sudan.

Next general meeting 2pmThursday 19th April at NG Kerk

With great speakers on important matters for all Waterbergers

WATERBERG NATURE CONSERVANCY

Secretary: Sue Walker <suew@africanfilmworks.com>

Editor: Robin Taylor <robt@africanfilmworks.com>
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